Seventh Sunday After Epiphany
February 20, 2022
Holy Communion

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals
our lives. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from
our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not
cast us away but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen.
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven is above earth, so
vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you,
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.
GATHERING SONG

EvLW # 525 You Are Holy

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more than we ever understand.
You are always at hand. Blessed are you coming near. Blessed are you coming here to your church in
wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead.
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!
Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING
Genesis 45:3-11,15
A reading from Genesis.
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now
the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions
for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.
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Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has
been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing
nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to
him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 37

Verses 1-11, 39 – 40

Don’t bother your head with braggarts or wish you could succeed like the wicked.
In no time they’ll shrivel like grass clippings and wilt like cut flowers in the sun.
Get insurance with God and do a good deed, settle down and stick to your last.
Keep company with God, get in on the best.
Open up before God, keep nothing back; he’ll do whatever needs to be done:
He’ll validate your life in the clear light of day and stamp you with approval at high noon.
Quiet down before God, be prayerful before him.
Don’t bother with those who climb the ladder, who elbow their way to the top.
Bridle your anger, trash your wrath, cool your pipes - it only makes things worse.
Before long the crooks will be bankrupt; God-investors will soon own the store.
Before you know it, the wicked will have had it; you’ll stare at his once famous place and - nothing!
Down-to-earth people will move in and take over, relishing a huge bonanza.
The spacious, free life is from God, it’s also protected and safe.
God-strengthened, we’re delivered from evil - when we run to him, he saves us.
SECOND READING
1 CORINTHIANS 15: 35-38, 42-50
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the
metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of
following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.
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But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not
sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a
body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in
power. It is sown a physical body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also
a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the
spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the
man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of
heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of
heaven.
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL
Luke 6:27-38
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love,
blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with
God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek,
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give
to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do
to others as you would have them do to you.
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing
in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure
you get back.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

EvLW # 461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

1.

All who hunger gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wand'ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

2.

All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here in joy we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered in communion's love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

3.

All who hunger, sing together, Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing. Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.
You teach us to love our neighbours and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow the
leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we
have first received mercy. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and all who
cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favourable weather for planting. Bring forth from buried seed
an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose
lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that
challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken relationships.
Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits are troubled
especially Ruth-Ann, Pat, Lloyd, Ken, Josh, Jordon, Ferolyn, Elethia, Daryl, Carol, and those we name
in our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts
with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes and show love to those who are
lonely or grieving. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful might evolved
our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay, the
nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of
dust join in the ancient song: The earth is full of your glory.
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from death; we
remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. Outpoured like
wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: The earth is
full of your glory.
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full of your glory.
O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth your
Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood
of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises,
we rise from our deaths to praise you again: The earth is full of your glory. Amen, and amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG

EvLW # 492 Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup

Refrain
Eat this bread, drink this cup. Taste and see the goodness of God.
Bread of life, cup of love, we rejoice in your presence.
1.

I will bless the Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
in my God I glory forever: listen and rejoice! Refrain
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2.

Look upon the Lord, be radiant, never turn away.
God will save in ev'ry affliction, hear us when we pray. Refrain

3.

Angels fold their wings around us, guard through good and ill.
Those who seek the Lord will lack nothing; taste and have your fill. Refrain

4.

Saints of God, bow down and worship, bless the holy name.
Rise to tell God's greatness forever, wondrous deeds proclaim! Refrain

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with
the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep your word and
to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
BLESSING
God, the Source of glory, God, the Word of life, God, the Spirit of truth ☩ bless you all, now and
forever. Amen.
SENDING SONG

EvLW # 547 Sent Forth by God's Blessing

1.

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honour to Christ and his name that we bear.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Feb 21
Genesis 33:1-17
Tue Feb 22
1 Samuel 24:1-22
Wed Feb 23
Leviticus 5:1-13
Thu Feb 24
Deuteronomy 9:1-5
Fri
Feb 25
Deuteronomy 9:6-14
Sat
Feb 26
Deuteronomy 9:15-24
Sun Feb 27
Exodus 34:29-35

1 Corinthians 11:2-16
1 Corinthians 11:17-22,27-33
Luke 17:1-4
Acts 3:11-16
Acts 10:1-8
Luke 10:21-24
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2
Luke 9:28-36[37-43a]

Psalm 38
Psalm 38
Psalm 38
Psalm 99
Psalm 99
Psalm 99
Psalm 99 (9)
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