SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
JANUARY 2, 2022
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTRODUCTION
God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth are the heart of this service.
The Holy Spirit, who knows our needs, prays with and through us, and when we have no words, for us.
Silence makes room to breathe deeply, time to still the heart and quiet restless thoughts, and a place to
listen and rest in the presence of God, “like a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2).
GATHERING HYMN

EvLW # 292 Love Has Come

1.

Love has come - a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Saviour! Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

2.

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

3.

Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of
your Word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
SILENCE
WORD
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song. The word of God is proclaimed,
and we reflect upon it, letting the word “dwell in us richly” (Colossians 3:16). Scripture reading is
surrounded by silence, song, and other readings, reflections, or actions that illumine the Word.
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Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to make
for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly
sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children
by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home.
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord and with the
people.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING
Luke 2:41-52
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment of
faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his
identity and mission.
SILENCE
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming
that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for
him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great
anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and
came to Nazareth and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.
.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

EvLW # 297 Jesus, What a Wonderful Child

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild; new life, new hope the child will bring.
Listen to the angels sing: "Glory, glory, glory," let the heavens ring!
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of
life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
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Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the
cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory forever. Amen.
SILENCE
PRAYER The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us. Trusting God’s word and promises, we pray
in the power of the Spirit and in the name of Christ Jesus, making our “supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings” (1 Timothy 2:1) for the sake of all creation. In singing and silence, in
stillness and sighing, when lifting our hands or lighting a candle, we pray.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness and bears the wounds of the world.
Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.
You come to us in gatherings of your people across the globe. Unite us with those who celebrate your
birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendour of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our place
in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities, and nations.
Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one another and show your love to
those most vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Send your Spirit to all who are
imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, in any need this day especially Beryl, Carol, Daryl,
Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, Josh and Ken, and those we hold near our hearts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another, without
permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together in
perfect harmony. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Into your wide embrace, O God, we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting that
you will receive them into your heart of mercy, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. Through prayer the Spirit draws us
more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence
we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our
prayer “without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
SILENCE
BLESSING
God all mighty, God most merciful bless us, keep us, and give us peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

EvLW # 781 Children of the Heavenly Father

1.

Children of the heav'nly Father safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e'er was given.

2.

God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them.

3.

Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4.

Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.

BLESSING: We go in peace. Christ is with us. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Jan 03
Job 42:10-17
Tue Jan 04
Isaiah 6:1-5
Wed Jan 05
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thurs Jan 06
Isaiah 60:1-6
Fri
Jan 07
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 1
Sat
Jan 08
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 1
Sun Jan09
Isaiah 43:1-7

Luke 8:16-21
Psalm 72
Acts 7:44-53
Psalm 72
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 Psalm 72
Matthew 2: 1-12
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (11)
Corinthians 2:1-10 Psalm 29
Corinthians 2:11-16 Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Psalm 29 (3)
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
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