FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
December 26, 2021

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. To you, O God, all hearts are open
to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy and
remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and
truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection
of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all
goodness and keep you in eternal life. Amen.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please set a table with wine/grape juice and bread in preparation for Holy Communion.
GATHERING SONG

EVLW # 294 In the Bleak Midwinter

1.

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

2.

Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heav'n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign;
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.

3.

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can give him - give my heart.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the world
with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
HYMN

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
(ACS - All Creation Sings, Augsburg Fortress)

1.

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around.

2.

"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind:
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and humankind.

3.

"To you, in David's town this day, is born of David's line
the Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign:

4.

"The heav'nly babe you there shall find to human view displayed,
all humbly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid."

5.

Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song:

6.

"All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace;
good will to all from highest heav'n begin and never cease!"
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GOSPEL

JOHN 1: 1-14
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
A READING AND MESSAGE

From Bishop Pryce and the Synod Office

HYMN OF THE DAY

EvLW # 715 Christ, Be Our Light

1.

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Refrain
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
2.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. Make us your living voice. Refrain

3.

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. Refrain

4.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. Refrain

3

5.

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, signs of your kingdom come. Refrain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.
Your Spirit calls your church to rejoice in Christ’s birth. As we gather at the manger, help us see
your face in all babies needing comfort and care. Equip the church in the nurture and
encouragement of all children. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
The rocks and streams proclaim your praise. Attune us to the joyful sounds and groaning of your
creation. Stir us to tend the earth wisely, that the whole earth may dwell in abundance and peace.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Your messengers declare your joy to the world. Embolden leaders and nations to make your
justice and peace known throughout the earth. Uphold justice advocates, health and social
service providers who risk their safety to help others. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You choose those regarded as lowly to tell the good news of your love. Pour out your mercy and care
on all who are sick, grieving, struggling, and the elderly who live alone especially Beryl, Carol, Daryl,
Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, Josh and Ken. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You abide with your people in times of trouble. Accompany families and children who have
nowhere to turn. Strengthen this congregation and local ministries in their care for those fleeing
danger, abuse, or neglect. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Your grace and mercy extend to all. Give comfort to those who mourn and assure them of the peace
you have granted those who have gone before us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of
your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.
PEACE: The peace of Christ be with us always.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Saviour Jesus Christ. In the wonder and
mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your
glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every
breath. We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; out of
exile; into the future. We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside the
sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your
Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN

EvLW # 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

1.

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!

2.

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Let us join together as we receive the Body of Christ given for you.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Let us join together as we receive the Body of Christ given for you.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you
with all our heart, serve our neighbours with a willing spirit, and honour the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favour and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG

EvLW # 267 Joy to the World

1.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2.

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3.

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

4.

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Jesus is here. Thanks be to God.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Dec 27
Proverbs 8:32-36
Tue Dec 28
Isaiah 54:1-13
Wed Dec 29
1 Chronicles 28:1-10
Thu Dec 30
2 Chronicles 1:7-13
Fri
Dec 31
1 Kings 3:5-14
Sat
Jan 01
Numbers 6:22-27

John 21:19b-24
Revelation 21:1-7
1 Corinthians 3:10-17
Mark 13:32-37
John 8:12-19
Psalm 8 (1)

Sun

Psalm 144:12-20 (12)

Jan 02

Jeremiah 31:7:14
Ephesians 1:3-14

Psalm 148
Psalm 148
Psalm 147:12-20
Psalm 147:12-20
Psalm 147:12-20
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:15-21
John 1: 1-18
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