CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.
MUSICAL PRAISE

Joy to the World - Chloe

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN
1.

EvLW # 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the king of angels:

Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
2.

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest: Refrain

4.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain

READER - Janet
Luke 2:1-5
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus to register all the empire for
taxes. This was the first registration, taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone went to
his own town to be registered. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him, and who was expecting a
child.
HYMN
1.

EvLW # 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
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Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!"
2.
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain
3.

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. Refrain

READER - Janet
Luke 2:6-7
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.
HYMN

EvLW # 277 Away in a Manger

1.

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2.

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

MUSICAL PRAISE

What Child is This? (Spark Creative Arts Dancers)

READER - MacKenzie
Luke 2:8-20
Now there were shepherds nearby living out in the field, keeping guard over their flock at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were absolutely terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! Listen carefully, for I
proclaim to you good news that brings great joy to all the people: Today your Saviour is born in the
city of David. He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in
strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a vast, heavenly army appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among people with whom he is pleased!”
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When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, that the Lord has made known to us.” So
they hurried off and located Mary and Joseph and found the baby lying in a manger. When they saw
him, they related what they had been told about this child, and all who heard it were astonished at what
the shepherds said. But Mary treasured up all these words, pondering in her heart what they might
mean. So the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen;
everything was just as they had been told.
MUSICAL PRAISE

Christmas Medley – Calum and Jane

MESSAGE: Love For You
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A New Creed Is (United Church 1968; rev. 1980, 1995).

We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and
others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s
presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond
death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
MUSICAL PRAISE

The First Noel – Abbi and Brooke

PRAYERS
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.
Love proclaims that a Saviour has been born to us! Inspire your people throughout the world to
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope, and new life.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has come. Maintain healthy
cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where light pollution disrupts natural rhythms, encourage
new practices. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in power who make
decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain, despair, or need
this night especially those close to us and those we have yet to meet. Bring comfort to those for whom
separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

3

Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless new and
expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out
your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before us. We give you thanks
for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point toward your
love especially those who have encouraged and inspired our faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of
your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
CANDLELIGHT HYMN

EvLW # 281 Silent Night, Holy Night!

1.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Saviour, is born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!

3.

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

BLESSING
May your Christmas celebration be full of God’s love. The holy Three, the holy One increase your
hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen.
SENDING
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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SENDING HYMN

EvLW # 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

1.

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

2.

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

3.

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

POSTLUDE
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