FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 19, 2021
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT CANDLES
We praise you , O God for this wheel of time, holding candles, which marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s coming. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see
your presence in the lowly ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of
your advent among us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
EvLW # 240
Light One Candle, (Verses 1, 2, 3, 4)
1.
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.
2.

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

3.

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift the gateway for the King of Glory.

4.

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Our gracious and loving God has given us minds to know, hearts to love and voices sing praise. Let us
join together to celebrate God’s glory and to worship in spirit and truth.
GATHERING HYMN

EvLW # 520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (Verses 1, 2, 3)

1.

Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you
as the promises here given draw us wholly up to heaven.

2.

All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded
till your Spirit breaks the night, filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living come but by your gracious giving.

3.

Radiance of God's glory bright, Light of light from God proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light; help our hearing, speaking, heeding,
that our prayers and songs may please you, as with grateful hearts we praise you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CREED

From the New Zealand Anglican Book of Prayer

You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life. Your purpose
overarches everything we do. You have always been with us. You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. You came to us before we came to
you. You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose
again. You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. You empower us to be your gospel in the world. You reconcile and
heal; you overcome death. You are our God. We worship You. Amen.
Luke 1: 39-45
Blessed are You Among Woman
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
HYMN

EvLW # 251 My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

1.

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Saviours praise!
You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shall proclaim
great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name.

2.

To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed.

3.

To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One, give honour to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all adored.

READING

“He’s Here”

SERMON
2

HYMN OF THE DAY

EvLW # 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem

1.

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

2.

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

3.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

4.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.
OFFERING
Together as decorate the tree, we offer a sign the gifts of our hearts and our lives to God’s work in the
world.
HYMN

EvLW # 272 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

1.

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming as seers of old have sung,
it came, a flow'r so bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

2.

Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
with Mary, we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Saviour,
when half-spent was the night.

3.

This flow'r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendour the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us
and lightens ev'ry load.
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4.

O Saviour, child of Mary, who felt our human woe;
O Saviour, king of glory, who dost our weakness know:
bring us at length, we pray to the bright courts of heaven
and into endless day.

PRAYERS
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.
Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace
to congregations in the midst of transition and challenges. Guide the work of discernment and
serving ministries to include all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we are
inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own
day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you
and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day especially Beryl, Carol,
Daryl, Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, Josh and Ken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the
ministry of church musicians especially those whose music invites this congregation into worship
and praise. With instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace. By the power of your
Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

EvLW # 269 Once in Royal David's City

1.

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.

2.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav'n above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

4.

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high;
there his children gather round, bright like stars, with glory crowned.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Dec 20
Genesis 25:19-28
Tue Dec 21
Genesis 30:1-24
Wed Dec 22
Micah 4:1-5
Thu Dec 23
Micah 4:6-8 2
Fri
Dec 24
Isaiah 9:2-7
Sat
Dec 25
Isaiah 62:6-12
Sun Dec 26
Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Colossians 1:15-20
Romans 8:18-30
Ephesians 2:11-22
Peter 1:16-21
Psalm 96 (11)
Psalm 97 (11)
Psalm 148 (13)

Psalm 113
Psalm 113
Luke 1:46b-55
Luke 1:46b-55
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20
Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:41-52
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