THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 12, 2021
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
➢ Due to the increasing uncertainty with rising rates of another COVID variant of concern, please
wear your mask at all times while in the building. Proof of Vaccination will be needed only for
the Christmas Eve service. If you prefer to show that document in advance, please do so at the
contact tracing desk before or after Sunday Service today or next week.
➢ December 19, Sunday The congregation will be invited to add an ornament from home for
decorating the Sanctuary tree.
➢ December 24, Friday The Christmas Eve candlelight service will begin at 7:00 pm
➢ December 26, Sunday There will be Holy Communion at the regular 10:00 am service.
➢ Mitts, scarves, hats and socks are being collected for those needing more warmth this winter.
➢ Year-end donations can be dropped off in the office Wednesday Dec 29 and Friday Dec 31 from
9:00 am – noon. Donations left in the mailbox will be picked up daily.
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
We praise you, oh God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s
coming in glory. Enlightened us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbours in need.
Grant this through Christ our Lord, who’s coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
EvLW # 240 - Light One Candle (verses 1, 2, 3)
1.

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel; God fulfills the promise.

2.

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

3.

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift the gateway for the King of Glory.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

EvLW # 804 Come Down, O Love Divine

1.

Come down, O Love divine; seek thou this soul of mine
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near; within my heart appear
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

2.

Oh, let it freely burn, till worldly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

3.

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing
true lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

4.

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
shall far out pass the pow'r of human telling;
no soul can guess Love's grace till it become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
ANGEL ORNAMENTS
Please come forward, pick up an angel for the tree marking a loss, a birth, a celebration, or a life
milestone. All are invited to place an angel on the tree. Please wear your mask and social distance as
you move forward.
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence. Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and
ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands,
polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant
life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek
justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our
attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen parents
and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test results,
are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need especially, Beryl, Carol, Daryl, Elethia, Ferolyn,
Jordon, Pat, Josh and Ken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Gracious God,
From the belief that I have to earn Your love …
From the fear that I am unlovable …
From the fear that trusting You will leave me more destitute …
From all suspicion of Your words and promises … Deliver me, Jesus.
From refusals and reluctances in accepting Your will …
From anxiety about the future …
From resentment or excessive preoccupation with the past … .
From restless self-seeking in the present moment … Deliver me, Jesus.
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From disbelief in Your love and presence …
From the fear of what love demands …
From discouragement … Deliver me, Jesus.
That You are continually holding me, sustaining me, loving me …
That Your love goes deeper than my sins and failings, and transforms me …
That not knowing what tomorrow brings is an invitation to lean on You … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You are with me in my suffering …
That Your plan is better than anything else …
That You give me the grace to accept forgiveness and to forgive others … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You give me all the strength I need for what is asked …
That my life is a gift …
That You will teach me to trust You … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You are my Lord and my God …
That I am Your beloved one … Jesus, I trust in you. Amen.
Written by the Sisters of Life. Permission granted to reprint for personal or parish use: www.sistersoflife.org

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. Give us such courage until that day
when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of
our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY
1.

EvLW # 289 Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

2.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

3.

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee. Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

GOSPEL

Matthew 1:18 -25 The Birth of Jesus the Messiah

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly.
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But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with
us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
SERMON
HOLY COMMUNION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION HYMN

EvLW # 801 Change My Heart, O God

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. Repeat
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG
Refrain

EvLW # 290 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

1.

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain

2.

The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour’s birth. Refrain

3.

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Dec 13
Numbers 16:1-19
Tue Dec 14
Numbers 16:20-35
Wed Dec 15
Micah 4:8-13
Thu Dec 16
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Fri
Dec 17
Isaiah 42:10-18
Sat
Dec 18
Isaiah 66:7-11
Sun Dec 19
Micah 5:2-5a

Hebrews 13:7-17
Acts 28:23-31
Luke 7:31-35
Hebrews 10:10-18
Hebrews 10:32-39
Luke 13:31-35
Luke 1:46b-55 (52)

Isaiah 11:1-9
Isaiah 11:1-9
Isaiah 11:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7
Psalm 80:1-7
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
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