SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 5, 2021
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
➢ Due to the increasing uncertainty with rising rates of another COVID variant of concern, please
wear your mask at all times while in the building.
➢ Mitts, scarves, hats and socks are being collected for those needing more warmth this winter.
➢ December 12, Sunday: There will be Angel ornaments available to be added to the tree in
memory of the celebration of a life passage such as Confirmation, Baptism, a wedding, or family
event and those marking a time of a loss or grief.
➢ December 19, Sunday: The congregation will be invited to add an ornament from home for
decorating the Sanctuary tree.
➢ December 24, Friday: The Christmas Eve candlelight service will begin at 7:00 pm.
➢ December 25, Sunday: There will be Holy Communion at the regular 10 am service.
ADVENT CANDLE
We praise you, O God for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your spirit, that we may be light
shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have
welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
EvLW # 240 Light One Candle (verse 1, 2)
Light one candle to watch for Messiah. Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel; God fulfills the promise.
Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the
hungry with good things. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our
sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are
your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One and assure us of your
saving grace. Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favour upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit your sins
are forgiven. You are children of the most high, inheritors of the eternal promise and recipients of
divine mercy. God strengthen you anew to follow the way of peace. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

EvLW # 250 Blessed Be the God of Israel

1.

Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free
and raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David's tree.
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.

2.

With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall,
the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all;
that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise,
in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days.

3.

My child, as prophet of the Lord you will prepare the way,
to tell God's people they are saved from sin's eternal sway.
Then shall God's mercy from on high shine forth and never cease
to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace.

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the
people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
DRAMATIC READINGS:

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
The Birth of John the Baptist

Luke 1:5-25
Luke 1:57-80

MESSAGE: Prepared . . .
HYMN OF THE DAY

EvLW # 249 On Jordon’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

1.

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings!

2.

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there.

3.

We hail you as our Saviour, Lord, our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away like flow'rs that wither and decay.

4.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine.

5.

All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayer Response is Sung

EvLW # 528 Come and Fill Our Hearts

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence. Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. Come and fill
our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!
You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors,
deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your
grace. Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have
lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who
are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Come and fill our
hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
Alleluia!
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care and
bring us into a right relationship with the earth that you created and call good. Send your servants to
care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to those who
are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill especially Beryl, Carol, Daryl, Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, Josh
and Ken. Grant them healing and wholeness. Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone,
O Lord, are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered.
Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Send
prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard
questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus
in all things. Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. Come and
fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts in the name of Jesus. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favour and give you peace. The Lord look upon you with favour and
give you peace.
SENDING SONG

EvLW # 254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart.

2.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is coming. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Dec 06
Isaiah 40:1-11
Tue Dec 07
Isaiah 19:18-25
Wed Dec 08
Isaiah 35:3-7
Thu Dec 09
Amos 6:1-8 2
Fri
Dec 10
Amos 8:4-12 2
Sat
Dec 11
Amos 9:8-15
Sun Dec 12
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7

Romans 8:22-25
2 Peter 1:2-15
Luke 7:18-30
Corinthians 8:1-15
Corinthians 9:1-15
Luke 1:57-66
Luke 3:7-18

Psalm 126
Psalm 126
Psalm 126
Isaiah 12:2-6
Isaiah 12:2-6
Isaiah 12:2-6
Isaiah 12:2-6
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