FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
November 28, 2021
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP: The prophet Isaiah said: The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; Those who lived in a land of deep darkness - On them light has shined. O Come, O Come
Emmanuel.
The priest Zechariah said before John’s birth: By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high
will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness, to guide our feet into the way of peace. O
Come, O Come Emmanuel.
The evangelist John said: What has come into being in him was life and the life is the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. O Come, O Come
Emmanuel.
God is with us; God is coming into our lives in a new way. The birth of the Christ-child is the renewal
of hope, a reminder that Christ will come again. Keep watch for the light it is drawing near. O Come,
O Come Emmanuel.
ADVENT CANDLE
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath rouse us from sleep that we may be ready to greet our
Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through
Christ our Lord whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
EvLW # 240 Light One Candle, verse 1
Light one candle to watch for Messiah. Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel; God fulfills the promise.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
GATHERING HYMN
1.

EvLW # 532 Gather Us In (verses 1,2,4)

Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name.
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2.

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song.

4.

Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away
but here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the
hungry with good things. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our
sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are
your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One and assure us of your
saving grace. Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favour upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit your sins
are forgiven. You are children of the most high, inheritors of the eternal promise and recipients of
divine mercy. God strengthen you anew to follow the way of peace. Amen.
FIRST READING
Isaiah 52:7-10 (NRSV)
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Listen! Your
watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they
will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.
A STORY ABOUT ANTICIPATION
HYMN OF THE DAY
1.

EvLW # 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1,2,4,5,8)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

2

2.

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all thing far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain.

4.

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain.

5.

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Refrain.

8.

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Refrain.

SECOND READING
Hebrews 1:1-4 (NLT)
Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the Prophets. And
now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as
an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. The Son radiates God’s own glory and
expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command.
When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honour at the right hand of the
majestic God in heaven. This shows that the Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name God
gave him is greater than their names.
MESSAGE: God Fulfills the Promises of Old
Response to God’s Word: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and
our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this
Advent season through Jesus Christ our pathway and our peace. Amen.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message of your
love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves,
be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth. Give a
heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Give leaders of the church, Councils,
worship leaders, Pastors, Bishops and all who prepared for this season of Advent and Christmas,
courage and enthusiasm. Empower all congregations, and all people who seek to proclaim in word and
deed the Good News of Jesus with your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await
births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of every
kind especially Beryl, Carol, Daryl, Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, Josh and Ken. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
God of promises kept, and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms. We
pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters especially those in BC, for the work
of CLWR, Lutheran Disaster Response, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with us
and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises
endure forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of
our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING: The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your
love, and grant you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

EvLW # 239 Hark, the Glad Sound!

1.

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, the Saviour promised long;
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song.

2.

He comes the pris'ners to release, in Satan's bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield.

3.

He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor.

4.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav'n's eternal arches ring with your beloved name.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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