CHRIST THE KING
November 21st, 2021
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MUSICAL PRAISE
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
You are the treasured people of the Lord, a people holy to the Lord our God.
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. Talk about them when you
are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
GATHERING SONG

EVLW # 408 Come, Thou Almighty King

1.

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing;
help us to praise; Father all-glorious, o'er all victorious,
come and reign over us, Ancient of Days.

2.

Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord;
our prayer attend. Come and thy people bless,
and give thy word success and let thy righteousness on us descend.

3.

Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear
in this glad hour! Thou who almighty art,
rule now in ev'ry heart, never from us depart, Spirit of pow'r.

4.

To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be
hence evermore! Thy sov'reign majesty
may we in glory see, and to eternity love and adore.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever.
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the
glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST LESSON

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

A reading from Daniel.
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will
call all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were
burning fire. A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands served
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the
books were opened.
As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of
heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 93
The Lord is king, robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The Lord has made the world so sure that it can not be moved. Ever since the world began, your
throne has been established; you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; the waters have lifted up
their pounding waves. Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the
sea, mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
Your testimonies are very sure, and holiness befits your house, O Lord, forever and
forevermore.
SECOND LESSON

Revelation 1:4-8

A reading from Revelation.
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus
is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose
return we eagerly await.
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,
and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and
on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
2

GOSPEL

John 18:33-37

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through
force or with love.
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were
from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

EvLW # 838 Beautiful Saviour

1.

Beautiful Saviour, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.

4.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honour, praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

CREED AND CONFESSION

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. We believe in him and are
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything
has become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one
another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life, to the honour and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. Amen.
PEACE
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in
peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
THE PRAYERS
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the
world, and everyone in need.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for all the baptized who carry your
forgiveness and love to the world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and kindness so
that your truth will shine. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things longing for the
freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered animals and rare insects. Give
human beings compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members of
international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give them the humility
and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. We pray for
people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries and services in the Woolwich
community. Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of our
congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are sick and suffering
especially Beryl, Carol, Daryl, Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, Josh and Ken. Join their prayers
with ours and unite them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for those whose
lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. Empower us to join their witness. Let
those you have chosen to serve on Church Council and Committees be encouraged and empowered in
ministry. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always,
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Saviour gave us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every spiritual blessing. Amen.
May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING SONG
EvLW # 434 Jesus Shall Reign
1.
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.
2.

To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise
with ev'ry morning sacrifice.

3.

People and realms of ev'ry tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
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4.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
the pris'ners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.

5.

Let ev'ry creature rise and bring
peculiar honours to our king;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

EvLW # 439 Soon and Very Soon

Soon and very soon we’re goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we’re goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we’re goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah we’re goin’ to see the King!
No more cryin’ there, we’re goin’ to see the King,
No more cryin’ there, we’re goin’ to see the King,
No more cryin’ there, we’re goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah we’re goin’ to see the King!
No more dyin’ there, we’re goin’ to see the King,
No more dyin’ there, we’re goin’ to see the King,
No more dyin’ there, we’re goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah we’re goin’ to see the King!
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon Nov 22
Daniel 7:19-27
Tue Nov 23
Ezekiel 29:1-12
Wed Nov 24
Ezekiel 30:20-26
Thu Nov 25
Nehemiah 9:6-15
Fri
Nov 26
Nehemiah 9:16-25
Sat
Nov 27
Nehemiah 9:26-31
Sun Nov 28
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Revelation 11:1-14
Revelation 11:15-19
John 16:25-33
1Thessalonians 5:1-11
1Thessalonians 5:12-22
Luke 21:20-24
1Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Psalm 76
Psalm 76
Psalm 76
Psalm 25:1-10
Psalm 25:1-10
Psalm 25:1-10
Psalm 25:1-10 (1)

St. James is a worshipping family proclaiming Christ through love and service to all people.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
One License # A-736427 / CCLI # 2728030
6

