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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

November 7, 2021 

 

PRELUDE   EvLW # 425 Behold the Host Arrayed in White  

 

The lyrics are provided for quiet consideration. 

 

Behold the host arrayed in white like thousand snow-clad mountains bright, 

that stands with palms and sings its psalms before the throne of light! 

These are the saints who kept God's word; they are the honoured of the Lord. 

He is their prince who drowned their sins, so they were cleansed, restored. 

They now serve God both day and night; they sing their songs in endless light. 

Their anthems ring when they all sing with angels shining bright. 

 

On earth their work was not thought wise, but see them now in heaven's eyes; 

before God's throne of precious stone they shout their vict'ry cries. 

On earth they wept through bitter years; now God has wiped away their tears, 

transformed their strife to heav'nly life, and freed them from their fears. 

For now they have the best at last; they keep their sweet eternal feast. 

At God's right hand our Lord commands; he is both host and guest. 

 

O blessed saints, now take your rest; a thousand times shall you be blest 

for keeping faith firm unto death and scorning worldly trust. 

For now you live at home with God and harvest seeds once cast abroad 

in tears and sighs. See with new eyes the pattern in the seed. 

The myriad angels raise their song.  O saints, sing with that happy throng; 

lift up one voice; let heav'n rejoice in our redeemer's song! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Have mercy on us, O God.  We confess that we have sinned against you and against our 

neighbour.  We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger.  We have 

sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not satisfy.  Help us to love as you 

love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure mercy and justice.  Turn us from our ways to 

your ways, and free us to serve those in need.  Amen. 

 

God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for Jesus’ sake and remembers them no more. 

Lift up your heads and your hearts.  Yours is the kingdom of God.  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    EvLW # 422 For All the Saints  

 

1. (All)   For all the saints who from their labour’s rest, 

   who thee by faith before the world confessed, thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2. (Lower Voices)  Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; thou, Lord,  

   their captain in the well-fought fight; thou, in the darkness drear,  

   their one true light. 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3 (Higher Voices) Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine, we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

   yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5 (Lower Voices)  The golden evening brightens in the west; soon, soon to faithful servants cometh 

   rest; sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

6 (Higher Voices) But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:  the saints triumphant rise in bright  

   array; the King of glory passes on his way. 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7. (All)   From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, through gates of pearl  

   streams in the countless host, singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.  And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 

commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through 

Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

“A NEW CREED”     United Church 1968   

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.   We believe in God:  ho has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and 

others by the Spirit.  We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church:  to celebrate God’s 

presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  In life, in death, in life beyond 

death, God is with us.  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the 

world, and everyone in need. 

 

Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation.  Create 

communities of care for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be celebrated and 

cherished by future generations of saints.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all whose homelands 

are afflicted with violence.  Today we pray for the ministry of The Refugee Support Teams at Martin 

Luther Lutheran Church, Toronto and Christ Church St. James Anglican, Toronto who are looking for 

a local representative in Kitchener/Waterloo (either an individual or a group) to provide local support 

to the Kifle family of six, refugees from Eritrea.  Strengthen those who continue to work for peace and 

support all who carry the scars of war. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the clock to answer 

cries for help.  Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, 

depression, addiction, and all who long for healing in any way especially Beryl, Carol, Daryl, 

Elethia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat and Josh.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring people together for 

nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers, dishwashers, communion assistants, and meal 

ministry coordinators.  Bless those who will receive this food support to be distributed by the 

Woolwich Food bank and Martin Luther University College.  Let those who give and those who will 

receive recognize this as a gift of love given in Jesus’ name, to your glory.  Hear us O God. Your 

mercy is great.  

 

Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for the men and women who have served and 

defended our country and the values of freedom and justice we hold so dear.  Help us be mindful 

of the sacrifices they made, and the hardship endured by their families and friends, so that we 

never take for granted the privileges they have secured for us.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great.  

 

As each loved one is named, a representative of the family is invited to move forward to have a candle 

lit by an Assisting Minister. The lit candle may be placed on the Altar. Anyone wanting to remember a 

friend or family member who has died, please come forward to have a candle lit so you can place it on 

the altar.  
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God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints of this congregation and our families who have 

inspired, challenged, loved, and taught us. 

 

George Winfield November 11, 2019  

Ross Stroh  November 20, 2019 

Dorothy Dammeier December 29, 2019 

Helen Ziegler  January 14, 2020 

Judy Pommer  February 05, 2020 

Aurora Pommer March 01, 2020 

Alarica Pommer March 02, 2020 

Dolores Reibling April 20, 2020 

Wilma Lackner June 18, 2020 

Joyce Seip  July 06, 2020 

Jack Brown  July 07, 2020 

Lois Slimmon August 15, 2020 

Audrey Schaner September 22, 2020 

Jane Snyder  December 25, 2020 

Dave Schoenhals December 29, 2020 

Dave Koebel  January 24, 2021 

Jean McLean  April 16, 2021 

Connie Maher May 19, 2021 

Michelle Snyder July 02, 2021 

Debra Nuys  July 30, 2021 

Doug Brown  September 27, 2021 

Dorothy Leibold October 01, 2021 

 

Wipe away our tears and lead us by their example until we feast together on your holy mountain. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray.  Remain with us always, 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   EvLW # 790 Day by Day  

 

1. Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

 Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 

 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 

 Saviour, lead me to the home I treasure, where at last I'll find eternal rest. 

 

2. Day by day, I know you will provide me strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 

 I will seek your loving will to guide me o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 

 I will fear no evil of the morrow, I will trust in your enduring grace. 

 Saviour, help me bear life's pain and sorrow till in glory I behold your face. 
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3. Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my burdens grow too great to bear; 

 oh, what joy to know that you will hear me when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 

 Day by day, no matter what betide me, you will hold me ever in your hand. 

 Saviour, with your presence here to guide me, I will reach at last the promised land. 

 

PSALM 24  They shall receive blessing from the God of their salvation. (Ps. 24:5) 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who dwell therein.  For 

the Lord has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.  

 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord, who may stand in God’s holy place?  Those of 

innocent hands and purity of heart, who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by what is 

false. 

They shall receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of their salvation.  Such is 

the generation of those who seek you, O Lord, of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, that the King of glory may 

come in.  Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!  Lift up 

your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in.  Who is 

this King of glory? Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory. 

 

FIRST READING     Revelation 21:1-6a 

Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that 

mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all 

of time are trustworthy and true. 

 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

“See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 

himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; mourning 

and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”  Also he 

said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  Then he said to me, “It is done!  I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John 11:32-44 

 

Alleluia.  They are before the throne of God, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter 

them.  Alleluia. (Rev. 7:15) 

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and 

weeping will be no more. 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  He said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  Jesus began to weep.  So the Jews said, 

“See how he loved him!”  But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 
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 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it.  Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 

already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”  Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that 

if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I have 

said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”  When he 

had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 

let him go.” 

 

SERMON 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints.  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    EvLW # 465 As the Grains of Wheat  

 

Refrain 

 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

 were gathered into one to become our bread; 

 so may all your people from all the ends of earth be gathered into one in you. 

 

1. As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain. 

 

2. Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.  Now send us forth to extend 

our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast together at your heavenly banquet. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   EvLW # 612 Healer of Our Every Ill  

 

Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 

1. You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain. 

 

2. In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain. 

 

3.  Give us strength to love each other, ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain. 

 

4. You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing; 

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain. 

 

BLESSING 

God the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, bless and keep you in 

grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore.  Amen. 

 

A READING    “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 

I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true; 

who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord they loved and knew. 

And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, and one was a shepherdess on the green; 

they were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God helping, to be one too. 

 

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, and his love made them strong; 

and they followed the right for Jesus’ sake the whole of their good lives long. 

And one was a soldier, and one was a priest, and one was slain by a fierce wild beast; 

and there’s not any reason, no, not the least, why I shouldn’t be one too. 

 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 

The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus’ will. 

You can met them in school, on the street, in the store, in church, by the sea, in the house next door; 

they are saints of God, whether rich or poor, and I mean to be one too. 

 
By Lesbia Scott, # 712 in The United Methodist Hymnal (Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 1989) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE    EvLW # 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!   

 

Enjoy this Postlude given to the glory of God. 

 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king. 

 

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

With voice as full and strong as ocean's surging praise, 

send forth the sturdy hymns of old, the psalms of ancient days.  Refrain. 

 

With all the angel choirs, with all the saints on earth 

pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rapture, noblest mirth.  Refrain. 

 

Still lift your standard high, still march in firm array, 

as pilgrims through the darkness wend till dawns the golden day.  Refrain. 

 

At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; 

the pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest.  Refrain 

 

Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore: 

the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one God forevermore.  Refrain 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Mon Nov 08  Ruth 1:1-22   1Timothy 5:1-8  Psalm 94  

Tue Nov 09  Ruth 3:14 - 4:6 1  1Timothy 5:9-16  Psalm 94  

Wed Nov 10  Ruth 4:7-22   Luke 4:16-30  Psalm 94  

Thu Nov 11  Daniel 4:4-18 1  1Timothy 6:11-21  Psalm 16  

Fri Nov 12  Daniel 4:19-27  Colossians 2:6-15  Psalm 16  

Sat Nov 13  Daniel 4:28-37  Mark 12:1-12  Psalm 16 

Sun Nov 14 Daniel 12:1-3  Mark 13:1-8   Psalm 16 (9) 

   Hebrews 10:11-25  
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