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Holy Communion Service 

July 11, 2021 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of The Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires know.  We come to you, confessing our sins.  

Forgive us in your mercy and remember us in your love.  Show us your ways; teach us your 

paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

Amen. 

 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of 

☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins.  The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all 

goodness and keep you in eternal life.  Amen.   

 

GATHERING SONG  EvLW # 665  Rise, Shine, You People!  

  

1. Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

           our human story; God in him is centred. 

           He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded. 

 

2.  See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 

 he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

 All men and women, who by guilt are driven, now are forgiven. 

 

3. Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, 

 your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

 To all the world go out and tell the story of Jesus' glory. 

 

4. Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. 

 Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

 Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation God's new creation. 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) And also with you. 

 

You are the treasured people of the Lord, a people holy to the Lord our God. 

Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.  Talk about them when you 

are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 

One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

(Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works.  Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 

commandments; and also, that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON     Amos 7: 7-15 

This is what [the Lord God] showed me: The Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 

plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.  And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 

said, “A plumb line.”  Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people 

Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the 

sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has 

conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his 

words.  For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away 

from his land.’ ” 
. And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, 

and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple 

of the kingdom.” 

 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and 

a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 

‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM    Psalm 85: 8-13 

 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying.  I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for you 

speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.  Truly, your salvation is 

very near to | those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our land.  

 Steadfast love and faithfulness have| met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each 

other.  Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from 

heaven. 

 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.  Righteousness shall 

go before the Lord and shall prepare for God a pathway.  

 

SECOND LESSON    Ephesians 1:3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 

to be holy and blameless before him in love.  He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 

Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  With all wisdom and insight, he 

has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 

Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth.  In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 
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him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set 

our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  In him you also, when you had heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to 

the praise of his glory. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL     Mark 6:14-29 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known.  Some were 

saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason, these powers are at work 

in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.”  But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 

account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her.  For John had been 

telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against 

him and wanted to kill him.  But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 

and holy man, and he protected him.  When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to 

listen to him.  But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers 

and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.  When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 

give it.”  And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my 

kingdom.”  She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of 

John the baptizer.”  Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at 

once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his 

oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.  Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard 

with orders to bring John’s head.  He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a 

platter, and gave it to the girl.  Then the girl gave it to her mother.  When his disciples heard about it, 

they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN    EvLW # 596  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  

 

1. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

 no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

Refrain 

 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 

 all other ground is sinking sand. 
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2. When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 

 in ev'ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 

 

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 

 when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 

 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, 

 clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain 

 

PEACE 

Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in 

peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11) The peace of the Lord be with us always. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer, responding to each petition with the words “Hear us and 

help us.” 

 

O God, bless the church throughout the world. Uphold bishops, pastors, deacons, chaplains, and leaders 

of monastic communities. Protect from danger and contagion everyone who attends church camps 

throughout the summer and provide meaningful worship for the campers. 

That we might nurture one another in baptismal life, O God, hear us and help us.    

Bless the earth. Moderate the intense heat, give shade and breezes to all, and send necessary rain to 

nourish the crops. Preserve farm labourers as they work each day under the sun. 

That your creation will survive and thrive, O God, hear us and help us.    

Bless the leaders of nations. Crush the might of tyrants. Train those in power to care for all the 

oppressed in their land. Lead wealthier countries to share the COVID vaccine with poorer nations. 

Protect whistle-blowers and journalists and form us into persons without prejudice against others. 

That the nations might know peace and justice, O God, hear us and help us.    

Bless all who live without power or status. Free the poor, especially youths, from every form of 

enslavement. Grant security and self-determination to indigenous peoples around the globe. 

That all people might live in dignity, O God, hear us and help us.   
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Bless all who are sick or suffering. Comfort the survivors of disaster or gun violence. Protect us from 

new variants of the coronavirus. Visit all who are imprisoned. Receive our prayers for Beryl, Daryl, 

Eleithia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, and those we name quietly in our hearts. 

That all people might experience wellbeing, O God, hear us and help us.    

Bless each of us, that throughout this week we may pray and work in your name. Receive now our 

silent prayers. 

That each of us might live as your adopted child, O God, hear us and help us.     

Receive these prayers, merciful God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  EvLW # 471  Let Us Break Bread Together 

 

1.  Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

Refrain 

 When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

2.  Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 

 

3.  Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.  You rescued your covenant people, led 

them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets.  You so loved the world that you gave your 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Pour out 

your Holy Spirit as we receive this sacrament and make us one in this community of faith and with 

your people throughout the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  The Body of Christ given for you. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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SENDING SONG    EvLW # 864  Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven  

 

1. Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; joyfully your tribute bring. 

 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore God's praises sing. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!  Praises everlasting ring! 

2. God be praised for grace and favour to our forebears in distress. 

 God be praised, the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!  Glorious is God's faithfulness! 

 

3. Frail as summer's flow'r we flourish, blows the wind and it is gone; 

 but, as mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!  Praise the great Eternal One! 

 

4. Angels sing in adoration, in God's presence, face to face. 

 Sun and moon and all creation, all who dwell in time and space. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!  Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love, and ☩ grant 

you peace. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Mon July 12 Amos 5:1-9   Acts 21:27-39  Psalm 142  

Tue July 13 Amos 9:1-4   Acts 23:12-35  Psalm 142  

Wed July 14 Amos 9:11-15  Luke 7:31-35  Psalm 142  

Thu July 15 Jeremiah 10:1-16  Colossians 1:15-23  Psalm 23  

Fri July 16 Jeremiah 10:17-25  Acts 17:16-31  Psalm 23  

Sat July 17 Jeremiah 12:1-13  Luke 18:35-43  Psalm 23 S 

Sun July 18 Jeremiah 23:1-6  Psalm 23 (1)   Ephesians 2:11-22, Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
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