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WORSHIP FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 04, 2021 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG   EvLW 641  All Are Welcome  Vs 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

           a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

           Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

           here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 

           All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

2.  Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

            where all God's children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew. 

            Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God's grace; 

            here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

4.  Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

            to heal and strengthen, serve, and teach, and live the Word they've known. 

            Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God's face; 

            let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 

 

5.  Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

            and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

            Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

            let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom. 

Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in 

every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

 

WORD   God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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FIRST READING    Ezekiel 2: 1-5 

[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.  And when he 

spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to 

me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against 

me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants are 

impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the 

Lord God.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that 

there has been a prophet among them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING   2 Corinthians 12: 6-10 

But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, 

so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the 

exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given 

me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I 

appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 

you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 1Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL     MARK 6: 1-13 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.  On the sabbath he began to teach 

in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all 

this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his 

hands!  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, 

and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets 

are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own 

house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and 

cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.  

  Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them out 

two by two and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their 

journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on 

two tunics.  He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.  If any 

place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 

feet as a testimony against them.”  So, they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.  They cast 

out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  

Used with permission and with appreciation for the contributions of Synod staff in the ELCIC Summer 

Sermon Series – 2021, Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta, and the Territories, 

ELCIC.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   EvLW #733  Great Is Thy Faithfulness   

 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

            thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 

Refrain 

           Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

           all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

           join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

           strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!                                            

Refrain 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.  God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim 

people of all races, ethnicities, and languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and 

increase their faith, that your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for the moon and 

stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries of the cosmos that remain 

unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms of spiritual, 

social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and deliver us from all forms of 

slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity with the 

disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and bring wholeness to 

those in need especially, Beryl, Daryl, Eleithia, Ferolyn, Jordon, Pat, and those we name quietly in our 

hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love.  Equip us as we leave this place 

to witness and serve our neighbours. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us towards freedom. 

Thank you for those who work for human rights, community organizers, and all who strive for liberty 

for all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.  Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 

light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, 

O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 

water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of 

life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the 

cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and 

deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who 

call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honour and glory forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING    God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look 

upon you with favour and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG    EvLW 785  When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul)  

 

1.        When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

           when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

           whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

           it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain 

            It is well (it is well) with my soul, (with my soul), it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

 let this blest assurance control,  

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

           and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 

 

3. He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

           my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

           is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

           Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 

 

4. Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

           the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

           the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

           even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour 

all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Thanks be to God. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Mon July 5   Ezekiel 2:8 - 3:11  2 Corinthians 11:16-33  Psalm 119:81-88  

Tues July 6  Jeremiah 16:1-13  James 5:7-12   Psalm 119:81-88  

Wed July 7   Jeremiah 16:14-21  John 7:1-9    Psalm 119:81-88  

Thurs July 8   Amos 2:6-16   Colossians 2:1-5   Psalm 85:8-13  

Fri July 9   Amos 3:1-12   Colossians 4:2-18   Psalm 85:8-13  

Sat July 10 Amos 4:6-13   Luke 1:57-80   Psalm 85:8-13 

Sun July 11 Amos 7:7-15   Psalm 85:8-13   Ephesians 1:3-14, Mark 6:14-29 
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