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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 13, 2021 

 

GATHERING   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG   EvLW # 712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   

 

1.  Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 

           who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

           we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

           consecrating to your purpose ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

2.  Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 

           still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 

           As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 

           by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 

 

3.  As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light 

           in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 

           making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

           stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 

 

4. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 

            to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 

            hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, 

            that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and 

nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

WORD   God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING    Ezekiel 17: 22-24 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out.  

I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and 

lofty mountain. 

           On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear 

fruit and become a noble cedar.  Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will 

nest winged creatures of every kind. 

        All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord.  I bring low the high tree, I make high the 
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low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.  I the Lord have spoken; I will 

accomplish it. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING   2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 11-13, 14-17 

So, we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 

away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would 

rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So, whether we are at home or away, we 

make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 

may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

        For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore, 

all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 

him who died and was raised for them. 

        From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, 

there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL    Mark 4:26-34 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed 

on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 

would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of 

itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But 

when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 

harvest has come.”  

  He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 

what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when 

sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet 

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 

puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 

its shade.” 

  With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to 

them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Let us pray.  O Holy One of wisdom, throughout human history and today among us here, you call us 

to walk the paths of justice and peace. We praise you, O God of truth, for your precious words. Grant 

that sheltered under their richness as under the tree of life, we live in gratitude and faithfulness, through 

Jesus Christ, your Word, and our Wisdom, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   EvLW # 595 Jesus Loves Me!   

 

1.  Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

           little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Refrain 

           Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

 

2.  Jesus loves me! he who died heaven's gates to open wide; 

           he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. Refrain 

 

3.  Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; 

           when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high. Refrain 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us unite before God in prayer, responding to each petition with the words “Grant us your life.” 

 

Holy God, Fount of blessings, we pray for the church: that the seeds of faith which you plant take root 

and grow; that those churches that are emerging from the pandemic re-gather their members in safety; 

and that you bless the church in Ethiopia and other places that are experiencing great distress.  Hear our 

prayers, O Giver of all goodness: Grant us your life.  

 

We pray for the earth: that the trees and plantings in national forests be protected; that farms around the 

globe be safeguarded from drought, flood, and pestilence; and that wild animals thrive in the habitat 

they require. We pray for rain for those who farm crops and raise animals in our province and for all in 

creation in need of water. Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: Grant us your life.  

 

We pray for the nations: that world leaders care for those in greatest need; that all prejudices cease; that 

the might of tyrants be halted; that journalists be kept safe from harassment; that the displaced find a 

welcome homeland; and that peace reign between nations. We pray today, joining our hearts of sorrow 

with Muslims who grieve today across our country, and around the world for the tragic attack on a 

family out for an evening walk in London. We pray for an end to violence against people of all faiths.  

Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: Grant us your life.  

 

We join in prayer for all who mourn the tragedy of the many, many Indigenous children who did not 

return from residential school, including those whose remains were discovered on the grounds of 

Kamloops Residential School. Grant comfort in the midst of grief and trauma. Strengthen the 

Secwepemc people, Indian Residential School survivors, their families, and their communities as they 

process this tragic loss. Renew our commitment to the journey of truth-telling, mourning and 
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responsibility and guide us in the ways of healing and love.  Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: 

Grant us your life.  

 

We pray for the aged: that they be embraced by their relatives and friends; and that their many needs be 

met. And we pray for the children: that they be protected from harm and danger; and that summertime 

give them opportunity to enjoy nature’s bounty.  Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: Grant us 

your life.  

 

We pray for health and wholeness: for countries where COVID-19 is accelerating and vaccines are not 

available; for relief agencies, that the hungry be fed; for those who are beaten down by poverty and 

homelessness; for those who are suffering from climate disasters; for any who are sick, especially those 

with no access to medical care; and for those we name here before you: Ferolyn, Jordon, Elethia, Pat, 

Daryl and those we say aloud or quietly in our hearts.  Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: 

Grant us your life.  

 

We pray finally for ourselves: that you give us the grace to welcome anything new that comes from 

you; and that in mercy you receive our private petitions.  Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: 

Grant us your life.   

 

To you we pray, O God, our Source, Sovereign, and Strength, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

MEAL    God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from your 

presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and uphold 

me with your free Spirit. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   EvLW # 465 As the Grains of Wheat  

 

Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 

 

1.  As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

           may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 

 

2.  Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

            when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us 

Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

 

As you eat this bread, know that this is the body of Christ given for you. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

As you drink this wine, know that this is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour out 

upon us in our various homes the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honour and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING    God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING SONG    EvLW # 705 God of Grace and God of Glory  

 

1.  God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow'r; 

           crown your ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

           Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

           for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

 

2.  Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

            From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 

            Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

            for the living of these days, for the living of these days, 

 

3.  Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control; 

            shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

            Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

            lest we miss your kingdom's goal, let we miss your kingdom's goal. 

 

4.  Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

            let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 

            Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

            serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favour and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart and nourished us at your table with food 

and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to 

proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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