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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.

GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Blessed be God, Eternal Majesty, Living Word, Abiding Spirit.
C: Glory to God forever. Amen

P: Jesus said, the way to see God’s dream for the world 
is to be born from above by the Spirit.

C: The way to take part in that dram, says Jesus
is to be born of water and spirit.

P: That gift is available this day.



C: May we receive God’s Spirit, be made whole,
and dwell more deeply in love divine. Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   Holy God, source of all goodness, you gave your Son for the life of
the world and sent your Spirit that your love might abide within us. Teach us how
to love each other this day, that we may have life, and have it abundantly, with
you, in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing “Holy,
holy, holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning of the great thanksgiving. This
liturgical text invites the church and all creation to sing in praise of God’s glory. That
glory is God’s mercy toward sinners.  Reading from the Book of Isaiah in the 6th chapter:

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him;
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their
feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said:

 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
 the whole earth is full of his glory.”

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
  

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from
the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that
this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I
said, “Here am I; send me!”

Isaiah 6:1-8
Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

SECOND READING

In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit
leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and joint heirs with Christ
the Son. Reading from the Letter tot he Romans in the 8th Chapter:



Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ - if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him.

Romans 8:12-17

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words /Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being
born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save.  This is the Holy
Gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”
Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”



John 3:1-17

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity

1 Come, join the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun—
the interweaving of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time
did not arise by chance,
but as the Three, in love and hope,
made room within their dance.

2 Come, see the face of Trinity,
newborn in Bethlehem;
then bloodied by a crown of thorns
outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant
for human flesh and bone;
when fear confines the dance in death,
God rolls away the stone.

3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity,
as wind and tongues of flame
set people free at Pentecost
to tell the Savior's name.
We know the yoke of sin and death,
our necks have worn it smooth;
go tell the world of weight and woe
that we are free to move!

4 Within the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave,
by love and hope set free,
to shape in song this joy, this life:
the dance of Trinity.



Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. Each petition will end with the words,
“Lord, in your mercy.” and I invite you to respond with the phrase, “hear our
prayer”

A brief silence.

We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and renew us,
that we may be reborn once again through the waters of baptism and the blowing
wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar and oak
trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer. 

We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they work towards
a world where all of your children enjoy peace. We pray especially for all nations
currently experiencing war or turmoil, for Israel, Palestine, Afghanistan, Yemen
and the Sudan. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and survivors of
trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or any other mental
health concerns. Give comfort and healing to those dealing with the Corona virus
and ease our anxiety as we continue to search ways to stay healthy. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for this worshipping community of St. James , that the splendour of your
majesty and the holiness of your mystery may be glorified through our worship
and our relationships with one another. In this season of Pentecost we pray for:
Ferolyn, Jordan, Elethia, Pat, Mark, Darryl and for all those we name aloud or
quietly in our hearts. (Silence) Help us love one another in truth and action. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith. We remember
also those whose lives have been lost due to the horrors of war. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.

C: Amen.



PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to You.

P: Let us give thank to God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is always good that we give you thanks, O God,
for you sent your Holy Spirit into our midst,
the Spirit of wisdom and might,
who brings us into communion with you and with one another.
And so, with all the people of every age,
we praise you for th epower of the resurrection
to set us free from divisions and strife,
and with angels and archangels,
with earth, water, fire, and air,
and with all your creatures,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.



Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you, O Holy One, 
by whose word all things came into being,
whose power brings the dead to life,
whose breath undergirds our prayers,
and whose love for rich diversity
amazes and astonishes your people.

Blessed are you, O Christ, Word made flesh,
who came to us as prophet, brother, and saviour.
We thank you for your life among the multitudes,
preaching, teaching, feeding, healing,
lifting up the ones who falter
and calling the powerful to righteousness.

Take Bread and hold it in front of you.

We remember that on the night he was betrayed,
having gathered his friends at the table,
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this for the  remembrance of me.”

As you eat this bread, know that this is the body
of Christ given for you.

Take wine and hold it in front of you.

And after supper he took a cup of wine, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying, 
“This cup  is the New Covenant, in my blood, 
offered for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As you drink this wine, know that this is the
blood of Christ shed for you.

Remembering our Lord’s command
to remember him, his wisdom, and his sacrifice,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



Blessed are you, O Spirit,
poured out upon your people
to open our hearts,
to pray within us,
to teach us hope.

Through this broken bread, show us life abundant.
Break us, as well, so that with your gifts,
we may tend your earth and feed the hungry,
giving thanks for all that nourishes
this blessed creation, now and forever.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
who taught us to pray saying…

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: God said, “Whom shall I send, and who shall go for us?”



And Isaiah said, “Here am I; send me!”
Life-giving God, free us from our fear,
fill us with your love, and send us forth in peace.

BLESSING

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus
and the God of life, 
Father,  ] Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #665 Rise, Shine, You People

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
with grace unbounded.

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;
he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,
your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story
of Jesus' glory.

4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation
God's new creation.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Readings for the Week:
Monday 31 May Psalm 80
Tuesday 1 June Isaiah 32:9-20
Wednesday 2 June John 14:18-31
Thursday 3 June Acts 10:1-34
Friday 4 June Isaiah 42:5-9
Saturday 5 June Mark 10:42-45
Sunday - Pentecost 2 - 6 June 2021: Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130; 

2 Corinthians 4:13 - 5:1; Mark 3:20-35


