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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #401 Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading

1 Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading,
fashion us all anew.
It's your leading that we're needing,
help us to follow you.

Refrain
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.

2 Come to teach us, come to nourish
those who believe in Christ.
Bless the faithful, may they flourish,
strengthened by grace unpriced.  Refrain

3 Guide our thinking and our speaking
done in your holy name.
Motivate all in their seeking,
freeing from guilt and shame.  Refrain

4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment,
nor rootless liberty;
turn disquiet to contentment,
doubt into certainty.  Refrain

5 Keep us fervent in our witness;
unswayed by earth's allure.
Ever grant us zealous fitness,
which you alone assure.  Refrain

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
English text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.



CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord fills the world.
C: Let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God. Alleluia!

P: With tongues of fire, the Spirit kindles the apostle's zeal.
C: They declare in new tongues the wonderful works of God.

P: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: And blessed be his kingdom now and forever.

P: Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit!
C: Fill the hearts of your faithful people with your love. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   Gracious God, you come among your people as one who fashioned all
things, who, face-to-face, revealed your knowledge of our lives, and whose
presence brings assurance and hope. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love so
that in hearing and seeing the gifts of this life, we may know the way to live in
thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This reading
plays on the different meanings of the word. Just as the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision are
given new life, flesh, and breath (or spirit), so God will give the exiles God’s own spirit
and will bring them home to the land of Israel. Reading from the Book of Ezekiel in the
37th chapter:

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me,
"Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to
me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was
no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say



to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And
you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will
act," says the LORD.

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

SECOND READING

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after
Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the
entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had
prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s
activity in multiple languages. Reading from the Acts of the Apostles in the 2nd Chapter:

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"  But others
sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed,
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,



and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon
my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

Acts 2:1-21

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words /Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the
Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world.
This is the Holy Gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord

"When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth
who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because
you have been with me from the beginning.

"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' But
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they
do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will
see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has
is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #804 Come Down, O Love Divine

1 Come down, O Love divine;
seek thou this soul of mine
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near;
within my heart appear
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

2 Oh, let it freely burn,
till worldly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

3 Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing--
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

4 And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling;
no soul can guess Love's grace
till it become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Today is Pentecost, the fiftieth day of Easter, and we ask God to send the Holy
Spirit on the church, the earth, and all who are in need, responding to each petition
with the words “Come, Holy Spirit!”

A brief silence.

God of life, we pray for the church around the globe:
for the church in Africa, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in Asia, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in Australia and all the islands, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in Europe, we pray, Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in North, and Central, and South America, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!



for our congregation of St. James, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
and for all who search for you, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!

Bless the lands, the seas, and all your creatures, too numerous to count. Send your lively
Spirit to renew the face of the whole earth.

A brief silence.

For the earth we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Inspire the leaders of nations to strive for justice and equality for all. Bring peace to
Jerusalem, to Israel, and to Palestine. Provide a home for refugees.

A brief silence.

For the nations of the world we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Instill in our legislators and judges a passion for truth. Grant your Spirit to all who make
political decisions in our land, that they discern and walk the way of righteousness.

A brief silence.

For our government we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Unite all peoples around the globe into one humankind of cooperation and care. Teach us
respect for those whose language or skin colour or culture is different from our own.

A brief silence.

For the end of prejudice we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Bring an end to the pandemic. Restore those who have contracted the virus. Uphold
healthcare workers, and supply vaccines to all countries and peoples.

A brief silence.

For worldwide health we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Visit all who are suffering, all who feel hopeless, and all who face death. Feed all who
hunger. Grant jobs to those who are unemployed. Send healing to those we name here
before you: to - Ferolyn, Jordan, Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly in



our hearts. Help us love one another in truth and action. 

A brief silence.

For all who are in need we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Breathe your life into each of us, and receive the cries of our own hearts.

A longer time of silence.

For ourselves we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

Receive our praise for all the faithful who have gone before us, from the first Pentecost,
throughout Christian history, and up to this week.

A brief silence.

That at the end we join with all the saints to rejoice in your presence, we pray:
Come, Holy Spirit!

With confidence in your love and with trust in your mercy, glorious God, giver of life, we
offer these prayers through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
C: Amen. 

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING



P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to You.

P: Let us give thank to God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is always good that we give you thanks, O God,
for you sent your Holy Spirit into our midst,
the Spirit of wisdom and might,
who brings us into communion with you and with one another.
And so, with all the people of every age,
we praise you for th epower of the resurrection
to set us free from divisions and strife,
and with angels and archangels,
with earth, water, fire, and air,
and with all your creatures,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you, O Holy One, 
by whose word all things came into being,
whose power brings the dead to life,
whose breath undergirds our prayers,
and whose love for rich diversity
amazes and astonishes your people.

Blessed are you, O Christ, Word made flesh,
who came to us as prophet, brother, and saviour.
We thank you for your life among the multitudes,
preaching, teaching, feeding, healing,
lifting up the ones who falter
and calling the powerful to righteousness.

Take Bread and hold it in front of you.

We remember that on the night he was betrayed,
having gathered his friends at the table,
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:



“Take and eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this for the  remembrance of me.”

As you eat this bread, know that this is the body
of Christ given for you.

Take wine and hold it in front of you.

And after supper he took a cup of wine, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying, 
“This cup  is the New Covenant, in my blood, 
offered for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As you drink this wine, know that this is the
blood of Christ shed for you.

Remembering our Lord’s command
to remember him, his wisdom, and his sacrifice,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Blessed are you, O Spirit,
poured out upon your people
to open our hearts,
to pray within us,
to teach us hope.

Through this broken bread, show us life abundant.
Break us, as well, so that with your gifts,
we may tend your earth and feed the hungry,
giving thanks for all that nourishes
this blessed creation, now and forever.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
who taught us to pray saying…

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: Jesus did not leave us without hope
but sent the Holy Spirit to nurture faith and love in this world.
Live this vision in all that you do:
respond to rancor with kindness,
be patient where there is pain,
and let your dreams become reality.
Peace be with you.

BLESSING

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus
and the God of life, 
Father,  ] Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #400 God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind,
as on Pentecost descend!



Drive us out from sheltered comfort;
past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service,
there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!

2 God of blazing, God of burning,
all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ's living Body,
let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice,
kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!

3 God of earthquake, God of thunder,
shake us loose from lethargy!
Break the chains of sin asunder,
for earth's healing set us free!
Crumble walls that still divide us;
make us one in Christ our Lord,
make us one in Christ our Lord!

4 God of passion, God unsleeping,
stir in us love's restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish,
may we share your heart's distress.
Rouse us from content with evil;
claim us for your kingdom's work,
claim us for your kingdom's work!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.,
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world
Go in peace. Share the Good News.

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Readings for the Week:
Monday 24 May Psalm 80
Tuesday 25 May Isaiah 32:9-20
Wednesday 26 May John 14:18-31
Thursday 27 May Acts 10:1-34
Friday 28 May Isaiah 42:5-9



Saturday 29 May Mark 10:42-45
Sunday - Trinity Sunday- 30 May 2021: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17;

John 3:1-17


