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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788



GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Sing to our God a new song ( Psalm 98:1-8)
C: God has done marvelous things!

P: Make a joyful noise to the Lord!
C: Break forth into joyous song and sing praises.

P: Let the sea roar and all that fills it.
C: Let the world and its people sing together for joy!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.  Loving God, help us to love others as Christ has loved us. Bring us
into the spiritual joy of living our lives as your friend, and teach us to abide in your
love, that we may show that love to the world.  

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both
Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Reading from the Acts of the Apostles in the 10th chapter:

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues
and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Acts 10:44-48

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God



SECOND READING

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love
and faith.  Reading from the 1st Letter of John in the 5th chapter:

    Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey
his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

  This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the
truth.

1 John 5:1-6
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in
the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love
one another. This is the Holy Gospel according to John:

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that
you may love one another.”

John 15:9-17

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #708 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love

Refrain
Jesu, Jesu,
fill us with your love,
show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you.

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor,
varied in color and race,
neighbors are near us and far away.  Refrain

3 These are the ones we will serve,
these are the ones we will love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet:
this is the way we will live with you.  Refrain

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All Rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. Each petition
will end with the phrase, “Hear us, loving God.” and I invite you to respond with
the words, “Fill us with your love.”  A brief silence.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds
among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving
thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the
church and hymnwriter. Hear us, loving God. Fill us with your love.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill
the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky,
burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, creating
God. Fill us with your love.



Faithful Saviour, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love.
Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so
that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, faithful God. Fill us with
your love.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Provide for those
needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to
these needs in our own communities. We praise you for the gradual lessening of
the pandemic and for your gift of vaccines. Wherever the virus still rages
(especially India, Turkey, and South America), wherever medical resources are
depleted, wherever medical advice is rejected, extend the power of your healing
hand. Be present with all who today will die, and visit all who are sick or
suffering, especially in this season of Easter we pray for: Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat,
Carol, Beryl, Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts.
Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, healing God. Fill us with your love.

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who
grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have
never known a loving mother. Hear us, mothering God. Fill us with your love.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember
with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us
united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, redeeming God. Fill us with your
love.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

P: Let us pray.
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating an earth of splendor 
and for making us into a people of your own. 
With all the saints who have received your Word 
we worship you, holy God. 

C: We worship you, holy God.



P: We praise you for your eternal Word, 
for conquering the force of death, 
and for raising us up through the resurrection of our Lord. 
For your Word alive among us, 
we praise you, living God. 

C: We praise you, living God.

P: Breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ on us, 
that led by your Word
we may honor your earth and its many peoples
and serve all who are in need.  
For your Word animating our Easter life, 
we bless you, loving God. 

C: We bless you, loving God. 

P: All worship, praise, and blessing be to you,
Source of life, Ruler of life, and Power of life, today and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

CHARGE

P: Live in the joy of Christ’s love and in all the marvellous things that God is doing!

BLESSING

P: God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter  ] keep you in peace.

C: Amen



SENDING SONG ELW #836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922

Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



 Readings for the Week:
Monday 10 May Psalm 135
Tuesday 11 May Daniel 6:1-28
Wednesday 12 May Mark 12:18-27
Thursday 13 May 1 John 2:18-25
Friday 14 May Psalm 4
Saturday 15 May Luke 22:24-30
Ascension Sunday - 16 May: Acts 1:1-11, 21-26; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke
24:44-53 17:6-19 


