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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #825 You Servants of God

1 You servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol;
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all!

2 Ascended on high, almighty to save,
yet still he is nigh, his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king!

3 Salvation to God who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.

4 Then let us adore and give him his right,
all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might,
all honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus Eph. 1:15-20
and your love toward one another.

C: So I do not cease to give thanks for you
as I remember you in my prayers.

P: I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him.



C: With the eyes of our hearts enlightened,
we see the greatness of Christ’s power
at work in us who believe.

P: God put his power to work in Christ
when God raised him from the dead -

C: and seated him at God’s right hand
in the glory of the heavenly places!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   We thank you, almighty God, for the life of Jesus among us, and that
he reigns in power for us. Strengthen our hope and bless the work of our hands,
that we may live as his body in this world. In Jesus’ name we ask it. 

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples
will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will be
accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit. His words provide an outline of the
book of Acts.  Reading from the Acts of the Apostles in the 1st chapter:

[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them,
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

Acts 1:1-11



Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

PSALMODY PSALM 47

P: Clap your hands, all you peoples;
  shout to God with a joyful sound.
C: For the Lord Most High is to be feared:
  a great king over all the earth,

P: who subdues the peoples under us,
  and the nations under our feet;
C: who chooses our inheritance for us,
  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.

P: God has gone up with a shout,
  the Lord with the sound| of the ram’s horn.
C: Sing praises to God, sing praises;
 sing praises to our king, sing praises.

P: For God is king of all the earth;
 sing praises with a song.
C: God reigns over the nations;
 God is enthroned on high.

P: The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.
C: The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.

GOSPEL

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and
a promise of the Holy Spirit. This is the Holy Gospel according to Luke:

Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And



they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually
in the temple blessing God.

Luke 24:44-53

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #393 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

1 A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 The holy apostolic band
upon the Mount of Olives stand,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
and with his faithful foll'wers see
their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 To whom the shining angels cry,
"Why stand and gaze upon the sky?"
Alleluia! Alleluia!
"This is the Savior!" thus they say,
"this is his glorious triumph day!"
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 "You see him now, ascending high
up to the portals of the sky."
Alleluia! Alleluia!
"Hereafter Jesus you shall see
returning in great majesty."
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

5 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
all praise to you let earth accord:



Alleluia! Alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
with Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: On this fortieth day of Easter, let us join one another in prayer, responding to each
petition with the words, “Be with us in power and mercy.”

A brief silence.

O God, your might upholds the cosmos, and your love sustains your people. To
you, enthroned on high and enthroned in our hearts, we pray:  
Be with us in power and mercy.

That the church be enlivened to be the body of Christ,
That bishops, pastors, and deacons lead with wisdom,
And that all the baptized be witnesses to your glory, we pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That the earth be preserved from disastrous weather,
That animals be safeguarded,
And that plants be nurtured for their fruit and beauty, we pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That wars between nations and violence within each population cease,
That the leaders of nations enact justice for their people,
And that all persons enjoy equal rights and respectful treatment. That the conflict
in Palestine and Israel cease and peace be found,  we pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That those with coronavirus be healed,
That physicians and nurses be supported,
That the vaccines be shared around the globe,
And that future waves of the pandemic be averted, we pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That the poor be fed and clothed,
That refugees find a home,



And that the sick and the suffering receive wholeness and hope. 
On this day we celebrate the Ascension we pray for: Ferolyn, Jordan, Elethia, Pat,
Mark and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. Help us love one
another in truth and action. We pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That children be taught about the splendid cosmos you created,
That scientists be upheld in their explorations of the universe,
And that believers be blessed by the mystery of the Ascension, we pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That our private sorrows and joys be welcomed by you . . .

A brief silence.

We pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

That at the end we join with all the saints in your everlasting kingdom, we pray:
Be with us in power and mercy.

O God, receive our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, ascended
for us, and reigning in your glory now and forever.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to You.

P: Let us give thank to God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is a right and joyful thing to offer thanks to you, 
God of wisdom and hope. 
In every age you have confirmed in the saints your glorious inheritance 
and the immeasurable greatness of your power 
among those who put their trust in you. 
And so with angels and archangels 
and all the host of heaven 
we sing your praise and join the everlasting hymn: 

C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ.
You revealed your life-giving power through Christ
and raised him from the dead to sit at your right hand in glory,
far above every rule and authority of heaven and earth.

Eph. 1:20–21
And yet he lived among us, our friend and brother,
offering himself for our salvation.

Take Bread and hold it in front of you.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

As you eat this bread, know that this is the body
of Christ given for you.

Take wine and hold it in front of you.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,



and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

As you drink this wine, know that this is the
blood of Christ shed for you.

O God, because we remember the life and work of Christ,
his ministry among the poor and forsaken,
his death upon the cross of human shame,
the victory of the empty tomb,
and his ascension to glory,
we offer our lives in praise and thanksgiving
to be a living sacrifice in union with Christ our Lord.

Send your Holy Spirit on us gathered in our homes
and on the gifts of bread and wine we share.
Let them be our communion with Christ, 
who dwells with you in glory.
Through our communion, 
make us members of his body, united in love,
that we may be Christ for the world
and manifest the fullness of him who fills all in all.      

Eph. 1:23

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
who taught us to pray saying…

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 



and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

P: Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: God’s Spirit is poured out upon us
to make our hearts strong with love and bold with praise
that we may proclaim God’s Son the ends of the earth.

BLESSING

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus
and the God of life, Father,  ] Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #543 Go, My Children, With My Blessing

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,



here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Readings for the Week:
Monday 17 May Psalm 115
Tuesday 18 May Numbers 8:5-22
Wednesday 19 May John 16:16-24
Thursday 20 May Genesis 2:4b-7
Friday 21 May Job 37:1-13
Saturday 22 May John 7:37-39
Sunday - Pentecost Sunday- 23 May 2021: Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23


