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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #379 Now the Green Blade Rises

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All Rights reserved.

GREETING

P: The grace of our risen L ord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: In the wilderness, water brings life.
C: Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water.

P: In the Word of God, the good news gives light.
C: Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding.

P: In the bread and the wine, the body of our Saviour nourishes everyone.
C: Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself.



P: Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 
Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   Wondrous vinegrower, you make all things new in water and word,
feeding your people with love, joy and peace. Lead us today, and every day to the
font of new beginnings. Teach us to love what you have commanded and to prune
what does not nourish your creation, in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and
Sustainer, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African
home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim
the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. Reading from
the Acts of the Apostles in the 8th chapter:

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the
Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." So Philip ran up to it and heard
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" He
replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep
he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open
his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth." The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?" Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news
about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said,  "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" He commanded
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Acts 8:26-40

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God



PSALM PSALM 22:25-31

P: From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.

C:  The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!

P:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
  all the families of nations shall bow before God.

C:  For dominion belongs to the Lord,
  who rules over the nations. 

P:  Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.

C:  Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

P:  They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
C:   saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 

GOSPEL

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would
have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they
can do nothing. This is the Holy Gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

John 15:1-8

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #447 O Blessed Spring

1 O blessed spring, where word and sign
embrace us into Christ the Vine:
here Christ enjoins each one to be
a branch of this life-giving Tree.

2 Through summer heat of youthful years,
uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
sustained by Christ's infusing rain,
the boughs will shout for joy again.

3 When autumn cools and youth is cold,
when limbs their heavy harvest hold,
then through us, warm, the Christ will move
with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.

4 As winter comes, as winters must,
we breathe our last, return to dust;
still held in Christ, our souls take wing
and trust the promise of the spring.

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
be praised for this blest mystery:
that word and water thus revive
and join us to your Tree of Life.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Text © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All Rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. Each petition
will end with the words, “God who is love.” and I invite you to respond with the
phrase, “Abide in us.”

A brief silence.

God of the resurrected church, we know places of pain and brokenness in our
congregations and denominations. Where we have lost our connection to your
mission, where we have failed to listen to the song of your spirit, where we feel cut
off from the vine and fear our withering and fruitlessness: prune us. Teach us to
trust that your resurrection is still at work for the sake of the gospel even when
institutions change, dwindle, or close. God who is love, Abide in us. 



God of creative wonder, the moon and stars dance with your song. The voices of
animals raise their lament. Water, rock, soil, and plants cry out for justice.
Reintroduce us to our non-human neighbours and deepen our relationships with
the earth. Tune our song with theirs to address the crisis of our changing climate.
God who is love, Abide in us. 

God of all-encompassing love, tear down the barriers we have created by our
racism. Make us bold to take action in our own hearts and in our own communities
to dismantle systems of oppression. When fear of our own powerlessness in the
face of overwhelming injustice keeps us from action, may your perfect love cast
out our fear. God who is love, Abide in us. 

God of the vineyard, give us away to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and
gladden the hearts of those longing for care. Tend us with your own hand when we
are sick, grieving, or in pain. We pause to name before you those in need who are
on our minds and close to our hearts for: the people of India as they battle the
virus, the people of Myanmar as they battle oppression, the people of Jerusalem as
they battle conflict and here at home for Ferolyn, Jordan, Elethia, Pat and for all
those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. Help us love one another in truth and
action. God who is love, Abide in us. 

God of our common life, we long to be connected in this time of distancing and
isolation. Give us strength for more days of electronic gatherings and separation
from loved ones until it is safe for all to gather again. We pray for the extended
community of St. James - those who know it well and those who are discovering it
for the first time - that we may know your Spirit grafting us together in you. God
who is love, Abide in us. 

God of resurrection, as branches of the vine we are one with you, our source of
life. Root us, too, in the communion of saints - our neighbours near and far, long
ago and yet to come - that we might, with you, see the vision of all life bearing
fruit generation to generation. God who is love, Abide in us. 

Gather us as one across time and space, uniting our deepest longings, spoken and
silent, into your love, trusting that soon all flesh shall see together the new world
you promise through the resurrected one, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to You.

P: Let us give thank to God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is our calling and our joy, 
to give thanks and praise to you, O Holy One. 
You summon forth new life, from the silence of the grave, 
and abundant hope, where none was to be found. 
And so with all living things and the earth itself, 
with the women at the tomb, the first witnesses of the resurrection,
and with all your people of every time and place,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.  

C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you, O Holy One, 
for the universe beyond our knowing, 
for creatures, great and small,
and for the wondrous web of life into which we have been woven. 

 
We give thanks that, in your wisdom, you create all people in your image, yellow
and brown, black and white,
calling us to be caretakers of one another and of your world.  



In each generation, you deliver us through the flood, 
bring us forth from bondage, 
guide us through the wilderness,
sustain us in exile
and call us toward your land of promise.

You sent us Jesus, our brother and Lord, 
who embodied your will,
who reveals your heart,  
and who teaches us what it means to be fully human and fully alive. 

Take Bread and hold it in front of you.

On the night in which he allowed himself to be handed over,
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and gave it to his followers saying:
“Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this to remember me.”

As you eat this bread, know that this is the body
of Christ given for you.

Take wine and hold it in front of you.

After supper he took a cup of wine, gave thanks, and offered it to his followers
saying, “Take and drink. This is the New Covenant, in my blood, offered for you
and for all people. 
Do this to remember me.”

As you drink this wine, know that this is the
blood of Christ shed for you.

So, on this day of resurrection and New Life, we remember…
we remember all whose blood is poured out in violence, in its countless forms…
we remember all who offer up their lives in service to others… and to you, 
and most of all,
we remember the New Life, of the risen Christ, 
Into which you call us, this day.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that these gifts of bread and wine may be filled with your grace.
And by your grace, fill us with the resurrected life of Christ,
that we may be living symbols of your New Life for all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
who taught us to pray saying…

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: Go out with joy that you have been fed and healed, securely abiding as branches of
the true vine. Go and tell the story of faith that is given to you by the One who
never lets you go. Seek out those who abound with sacred questions, and be ready
to answer a mystery with love.

BLESSING

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father,  ]  Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen



SENDING SONG ELW #449 We know That Christ Is Raised

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

2 We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!

3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.
Hallelujah!

4 A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Text © John B. Geyer
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All Rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Readings for the Week:
Monday 3 May Psalm 80
Tuesday 4 May Isaiah 32:9-20
Wednesday 5 May John 14:18-31
Thursday 6 May Acts 10:1-34
Friday 7 May Isaiah 42:5-9
Saturday 8 May Mark 10:42-45
Sunday - Easter 6 - 9 May 2021: Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6;

John 15:9-17


