Facebook Live Worship Outline
Easter 4 - 25 April 2021
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN

ELW #385

1

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2

The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
death's mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3

Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life, which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4

Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Good Christian Friends Rejoice and
Sing

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company,
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd.
C:
He lays down his life for his sheep.
P:
C:

The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd.
He knows us and we belong to him.

P:
C:

The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd.
He speaks and we listen for his voice.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. We are your people, O God - the sheep of your pasture, the flock you

have gathered. Lead us beside still waters; teach us the way of righteousness; and
feed us at your table; through Jesus Christ, our good shepherd.
C:

Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the
news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy
Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.
Reading from the Acts of the Apostles in the 4th chapter:
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.
When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or
by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
"Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done
to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to
all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has
become the cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."
Acts 4: 5-12
Holy Wisdom. Holy Words. Thanks be to God
PSALMODY
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

GOSPEL
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd
who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death
for them. This is the Holy Gospel according to John:
Glory to you, O Lord

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away--and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,
one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command
from my Father."
John 10:11-18
P:
C:

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW #780

Shepherd Me, O God

Refrain
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,
beyond my fears, from death into life.
1

God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain

2

Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain

3

Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain

4

You have set me a banquet of love
in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow'r to hold. Refrain

5

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me
all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23
Text © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P:

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. Each petition
will end with the words, “Hear us, O God.” and I invite you to respond with the
phrase, “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to
your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness
to your expansive love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your
creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound
with life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of
all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and
give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with
your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need - for: Ferolyn, Jordan,
Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. Help us love
one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together
and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us
anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of
resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with
them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:

Amen.

PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

Let us pray.
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating an earth of splendor
and for making us into a people of your own.
With all the saints who have received your Word
we worship you, holy God.
We worship you, holy God.
We praise you for your eternal Word,
for conquering the force of death,
and for raising us up through the resurrection of our Lord.
For your Word alive among us,
we praise you, living God.
We praise you, living God.
Breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ on us,
that led by your Word
we may honor your earth and its many peoples
and serve all who are in need.
For your Word animating our Easter life,
we bless you, loving God.
We bless you, loving God.

C:

All worship, praise, and blessing be to you,
Source of life, Ruler of life, and Power of life, today and forever.
Amen.

P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

CHARGE
P:

In the name of the good Shepherd, love one another.

BLESSING
P:

C:

God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ] keep you in peace.
Amen

SENDING SONG

ELW #544

Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing

1

Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing,
worship, thanks, devotion voicing:
glory be to God on high!
Christ, your cross and passion sharing,
by this eucharist declaring
yours the final victory.

2

Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing,
lost and lonely, one voice hearing,
ears attentive to your word;
by your blood new life receiving,
in your body, firm believing,
we are yours, and you the Lord.

3

Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving,
we go forth alert and living
in your Spirit, strong and free.
Partners in your new creation,
seeking peace in ev'ry nation,
may we faithful foll'wers be.
Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt.
Text © Oxford University Press.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL
P:
C:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P:
C:

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Readings for the Week:
Monday
26 Apr.
Psalm 95
Tuesday
27 Apr.
1 Chronicles 11:1-9
Wednesday 28 Apr.
Mark 14:26-31
Thursday
29 Apr.
Acts 8:1b-8
Friday
30 Apr.
Amos 8:11-13
Saturday
1 May
Mark 4:30-32
Sunday - Easter 5 - 2 May 2021: Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21;
John 15:1-8

