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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

4 Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Peace be with you.
C: How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity.



P: Receive the Holy Spirit. 
C: It is like precious oil on the head, the blessing of the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   By the power of your Holy Spirit, breathe into the places where we
worship and live, O Lord, to open our minds, unlock our hearts, and enliven our
faith, so that we may welcome the risen one among us. 

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow
believers who were in need.  Reading from the Acts of the Apostles in the 4th chapter:

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Acts 4: 32-35

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. This is the
Holy Gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to



them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

John 20:19-31

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WOV #675 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

1 We walk by faith and not by sight;
with gracious words draw near,
O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke:
“My peace be with you here.”

2 We may not touch your hands and side,
nor follow where you trod;
but in your promise we rejoice,
and cry, “My Lord and God!”

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
and may our faith abound
to call on you when you are near
and seek where you are found:

4 That, when our life of faith is done,
in realms of clearer light
we may behold you as you are,
with full and endless sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. Each petition
will end with the words, “Hear us, O God.” and I invite you to respond with the
phrase, “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so
that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains,
refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing
moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their
peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the
peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of
your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others for: Ferolyn, Jordan,
Pat, Carol, Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts.
Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community of St. James. Shine the
light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and
our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives
and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



THANKSGIVING

OFFERING

P: Let us pray.
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating an earth of splendor 
and for making us into a people of your own. 
With all the saints who have received your Word 
we worship you, holy God. 

C: We worship you, holy God.

P: We praise you for your eternal Word, 
for conquering the force of death, 
and for raising us up through the resurrection of our Lord. 
For your Word alive among us, 
we praise you, living God. 

C: We praise you, living God.

P: Breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ on us, 
that led by your Word
we may honor your earth and its many peoples
and serve all who are in need.  
For your Word animating our Easter life, 
we bless you, loving God. 

C: We bless you, loving God. 

P: All worship, praise, and blessing be to you,
Source of life, Ruler of life, and Power of life, today and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,



forever and ever. Amen.

CHARGE

P: Listen to the word of the Lord as you move through your days. 
Trust that the Holy Spirit will guide your days.  
See in each person you meet one for whom Jesus gave his life.

BLESSING

P: God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter  ] keep you in peace.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #548 Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen

1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen,
from this meal of love and grace;
may we through such love envision
whose we are, and whose, our praise.
Alleluia, alleluia;
God, the wonder of our days.

2 Rise, transformed, and choose to follow
after Christ, though wounded, whole;
broken, shared, our lives are hallowed
to release and to console.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Christ, our present, past, and goal.

3 Rise, remember well the future
God has called us to receive;
present by God's loving nurture,
Spirited then let us live.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Spirit, grace by whom we live.

4 Service be our sure vocation;
courage be our daily breath;
mercy be our destination
from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Rise, O church, a living faith.



Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427

DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Readings for the Week:
Monday 12 Apr. Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Tuesday 13 Apr. Genesis 1:20 - 2:4a
Wednesday 14 Apr. Mark 16:1-8
Thursday 15 Apr. Acts 2:42-47
Friday 16 Apr. Daniel 2:1-23
Saturday 17 Apr. John 12:44-50
Sunday - Easter 3 - 18 April 2021: Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1 - 2:2;

John 20:19-31


