
Worship Service Outline
Palm Sunday- 28 March 2021

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Awake to the day of triumph for our Saviour! Give thanks for this day that leads to
the cross! Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs! Fill the air with
welcome to the Lord! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

BLESSING OF GREENS

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let’s pray.
We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless all of these greens and those who have gathered them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

PROCESSION

The assisting minister addresses the assembly.
P: Let us continue our worship in peace,
C: in the name of Christ. Amen

GATHERING SONG ELW #344 All Glory Laud and Honour

Refrain
All glory, laud, and honor
to you, redeemer, king,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

1 You are the king of Israel
and David's royal Son,



now in the Lord's name coming,
our King and Blessed One.  Refrain

2 The company of angels 
are praising you on high;
creation and all mortals 
in chorus make reply.  Refrain

3 The multitude of pilgrims
with palms before you went;
our praise and prayer and anthems
before you we present.  Refrain

4 To you, before your passion,
they sang their hymns of praise.
To you, now high exalted,
our melody we raise.  Refrain

5 Their praises you accepted;
accept the prayers we bring,
great author of all goodness,
O good and gracious King.  Refrain

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

CALL TO CONFESSION

P: The Lord sees our hearts and sees our innermost thoughts. We can deny our
wrongs to ourselves but we cannot hide them from God. As we confess our
sins, let us do so knowing we say nothing that is not already known to God,
who is not fooled by our strength, but loves us in our weakness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

P: Lord Jesus Christ, how well you know our hearts,
C: and still you love us - you have loved us to the end.

P: We have denied you,
C: and we have denied our calling to serve one another.

P: We have betrayed you,
C: and we have betrayed your commandment to love one another.

P: Pour out your spirit of grace upon us.



C: Teach us to love and serve you faithfully and to love and serve one another by
the example you have set for us; in your holy name we pray. Amen 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

P: Now the Lord Jesus Christ has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.
Now the promise is fulfilled, and loves redeeming work is done! In Jesus Christ
we are forgiven. 

C: Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. God of salvation, our Lord entered his passion to raise us to life. In
this holiest of weeks, help us t walk the way of the cross, that we may be raised in
a resurrection like his and dwell forever with you, Eternal God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
WORD

FIRST READING

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated
with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God’s steadfast love. Reading from the prophet Isaiah in the 50th chapter.

The Lord God has given me
  the tongue of a teacher,
 that I may know how to sustain
  the weary with a word.
 Morning by morning he wakens—
  wakens my ear
  to listen as those who are taught.
 The Lord God has opened my ear,
  and I was not rebellious,
  I did not turn backward.
 I gave my back to those who struck me,
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
 I did not hide my face
  from insult and spitting.

 The Lord God helps me;
  therefore I have not been disgraced;
 therefore I have set my face like flint,
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
  he who vindicates me is near.
 Who will contend with me?



  Let us stand up together.
 Who are my adversaries?
  Let them confront me.
 It is the Lord God who helps me;
  who will declare me guilty?

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

PSALM Psalm 31: 9-16

P: Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.

C: For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.

P: I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my
acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me.

C: Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.   

P: For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.

C: But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, "You are my God.

P: My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me.

C: Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love." 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL Mark 14:1-32a

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief
priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for
they said, "Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people."

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman
came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and
poured the ointment on his head. But some were there who said to one another in anger,



"Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for
more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor." And they scolded her. 
But Jesus said, "Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service
for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she
has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news
is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her."

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to
betray him to them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give
him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples
said to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the
Passover?" So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the
owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the
Passover with my disciples?' He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and
ready. Make preparations for us there." So the disciples set out and went to the city, and
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and
were eating, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating
with me." They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, "Surely, not
I?" He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with
me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son
of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born." 

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to
them, and said, "Take; this is my body." Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he
gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, "This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God." 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to
them, "You will all become deserters; for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." Peter
said to him, "Even though all become deserters, I will not." Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell
you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times."
But he said vehemently, "Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you." And all
of them said the same. 

They went to a place called Gethsemane;

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Lord



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #342 There in God’s Garden
V1-4

1 There in God's garden 
stands the Tree of Wisdom,
whose leaves hold forth 
the healing of the nations:
Tree of all knowledge, 
Tree of all compassion,
Tree of all beauty.

2 Its name is Jesus, 
name that says, "Our Savior!"
There on its branches 
see the scars of suff'ring;
see where the tendrils 
of our human selfhood
feed on its lifeblood.

3 Thorns not its own 
are tangled in its foliage;
our greed has starved it, 
our despite has choked it.
Yet, look! it lives! 
its grief has not destroyed it
nor fire consumed it.

4 See how its branches 
reach to us in welcome;
hear what the Voice says, 
"Come to me, ye weary!
Give me your sickness, 
give me all your sorrow,
I will give blessing."

Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982
Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427 All rights reserved

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Jesus suffered death and rose to glory for the life of the world. As we gather in our
homes but gathered together in the Spirit, let us lift our hearts in thanks to God and
pray for the cares of the world. Each petition will end with the phrase , “Save us, O



God” and you are invited to respond with the phrase, “For your mercy is great.” 

Holy God, your Son humbled himself, even to death, to show us the power of
loving service. Guide those holding positions of power, that their decisions give
rise to the mutual flourishing of the world you so love. Save us, O God, for your
mercy is great.

Healing God, your Son is betrayed and crucified in our violent world each day.
Raise us to a new and rightly ordered world through the reconciling love of Christ,
where all victims of violence, persecution, shame, or terror may stand together
with you in peace. Save us, O God, for your mercy is great.

God of consolation we pray: 
For our distraught world facing the coronavirus;
for those who grieve their dead;
for the sick and their families;
for those fearful of an unknown future;
for the millions of unemployed;
for children at home, that they be safe from abuse;
for those who have been led to rely on empty remedies;
for hospitals, in their desperate need for supplies;
Save us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Forsaken God, as your Son suffered his cruel death on the cross, darkness covered
the whole land. Enlighten us to care for your creation, awaken us from denial and
abuse, and help us to alleviate its suffering. Save us, O God, for your mercy is
great.

Grieving God, your Son consoled all who are distressed, broken, or sorrowful, that
together with Christ in his suffering we may be healed and raised in you. In this
season of Lent we pray for: Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat, Beryl, Elethia, Pat,  and for all
those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. (Pause) , Tend to all who cry out for
relief.  Save us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Eternal God, your Son was lovingly cared for as he was laid to rest in a tomb. We
remember before you those who have died and we pray for those who will die
today; enfold them in your love, that they may rest with Christ forever in his light.
Save us, O God, for your mercy is great.

We ask all this in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.

Take Bread and hold it in front of you.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
As you eat this bread, know that this is the body of
Christ given for you.

Take wine and hold it in front of you.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
As you drink this wine, know that this is the blood of
Christ shed for you.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all who are gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honour is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

C Amen

P: When the disciples asked Jesus how to pray, he said, “When you pray say this . . .”

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in   his
grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new



in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
C: Amen

CHARGE

P: Disciples of Jesus, do not shun the way of the cross,
but follow wherever our Lord may lead.

BLESSING

P: You are what God made you to be:
Created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbour.

God bless you  Z that you may be a blessing
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #347 Go to Dark Gethsemane v1-3

1 Go to dark Gethsemane,
all who feel the tempter's pow'r;
your Redeemer's conflict see.
Watch with him one bitter hour;
turn not from his griefs away;
learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

2 Follow to the judgment hall,
view the Lord of life arraigned;
oh, the wormwood and the gall!
Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;
learn from him to bear the cross.

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb;
there, adoring at his feet,
mark that miracle of time,
God's own sacrifice complete.
"It is finished!" hear him cry;
learn from Jesus Christ to die.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854



Readings for Holy Week:
Monday 29 Mar. Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 36:5-11, John 12:1-11
Tuesday 30 Mar. Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 71: 1-14, John 12: 20-36
Wednesday 31 Mar. Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 70, John 13:21-32
Maundy Thursday   1 Apr. Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, John

13:1-17, 31b-35
Good Friday    2 Apr. Isaiah 52: 13-53:12, Psalm 22, John 18:1 - 19:42
Saturday     3 Apr. Romans 6:3-11, John 20:1-18
Easter Sunday -   4 April Mark 11:1-11, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Philippians 2:5-11,

Mark 15:1-39


