
Facebook Live Worship Outline 
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This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around
the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember
Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out
the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to
give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ
through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into
the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil--all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This
is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, within the community of St. James, God never
wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us
confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

P: Gracious God,
C: our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.

Forgive what our lips tremble to name,
what our hearts can no longer bear,
and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.
Set us free from a past that we cannot change;
open to us a future in which we can be changed;
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image;
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

P: The God of all mercy and consolation has reconciled the world 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
forgiving you all your sin.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
may the image of God be restored in you,
the wisdom of God renewed in you,
and the breath of God revived in you,
in the name of the blessed and holy Trinity,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.



Amen.

P: The God of all mercy and consolation forgive your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and bring you to everlasting life.

Gathering Hymn ELW #612 Healer of our Every Ill

Refrain
Healer of our every ill,
light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.

1. You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain

2. In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

3. Give us strength to love each other,
every sister, every brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

4. You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.,  www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Hymn ELW #323 God Loved the World

1 God loved the world so that he gave
his only Son the lost to save,



that all who would in Him believe
should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
who was made flesh and suffered death;
all who confide in Christ alone
are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 If you are ill, if death draws near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus rescues us from death;
that is the firmest ground of faith.

4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
forgives all sins that you have done,
and justified by Jesus' blood,
your baptism grants the highest good.

5 All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, 
on the night of his betrayal, 
Jesus gave us a new commandment, 
to love one another as he loves us. 
Write this commandment in our hearts, 
and give us the will to serve others
as he was servant of all, 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING 

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of
Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect



God’s people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using
imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s
people from sin and death.  Reading from the book of Exodus:

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  This month shall mark for
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a
lamb for each household.  If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people
who eat of it.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the
sheep or from the goats.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.

They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the
houses in which they eat it.  They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted
over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  You shall let none of it
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  This is how
you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  For I will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.  The
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass
over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to
the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

SECOND READING

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and
with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood.
Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in
the future. Reading from Paul’s 1st Letter to the church in Corinth:

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL 

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging
them to do the same for one another.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end.  The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to
betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,  got up from the table, took off
his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began
to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"  Jesus
answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand."  Peter said
to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no
share with me."

Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!"  Jesus said
to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.
And you are clean, though not all of you."  For he knew who was to betray him; for this
reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he
said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord--and
you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should
do as I have done to you.  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor
are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed
if you do them. 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once.

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the
Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one



another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another."

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY WB # 358 Great God, Your Love has Called Us

1 Great God, your love has called us here,
as we, by love, for love were made.
Your living likeness still we bear,
though marred, dishonored, disobeyed.
We come, with all our heart and mind
your call to hear, your love to find.

2 We come with self-inflicted pains
of broken trust and chosen wrong,
half-free, half-bound by inner chains,
by social forces swept along,
by pow'rs and systems close confined,
yet seeking hope for humankind.

3 Great God, in Christ you call our name
and then receive us as your own,
not through some merit, right, or claim,
but by your gracious love alone.
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat
and find you kneeling at our feet.

4 Then take the towel, and break the bread,
and humble us, and call us friends.
Suffer and serve till all are fed,
and show how grandly love intends
to work till all creation sings,
to fill all worlds, to crown all things.

5 Great God, in Christ you set us free
your life to live, your joy to share.
Give us your Spirit's liberty



to turn from guilt and dull despair,
and offer all that faith can do
while love is making all things new.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE , License #A736427. All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: On this Maundy Thursday, let us pray for the needs of the world, responding to each
petition with words from psalm 116, “we call upon your name.”

A brief silence.

Blessed are you, O God, for the church. Strengthen your people, gathered around the
globe on this holy day in homes, in churches, and outside under your sky. Bless the
church’s deacons and all congregational ministries. Give us hunger for your word and
joy in receiving it. Feed us at all our tables with your blessing.

A brief silence

Hear us, holy God.
We call upon your name.

Blessed are you for this good earth. Cleanse and protect the water you have given for
our drinking and our washing. Sustain crops and herds that provide our food; teach us
how to live so that there is enough for all.

A brief silence

Hear us, bountiful God.
We call upon your name.

Blessed are you for our nation. Lead us out of ancient patterns of prejudice. Protect all
people throughout the world who flee violence and oppression. Establish wise and just
leadership in every place and peace where there is violence and war.

A brief silence.

Hear us, sovereign God.
We call upon your name.



Blessed are you for caring for the needy. Feed the hungry. Give jobs to the
unemployed. Embrace all who are isolated and lonely. Comfort those living with guilt
and those who mourn.

A brief silence

Hear us, merciful God.
We call upon your name.

Blessed are you for accompanying the sick. Bring an end to this pandemic, and restore
healthy and hearty connections between persons. Empower medical personnel. Receive
our prayers for all we name here before you: for Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat, Beryl, Elethia,
Pat,  and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts.  . . . .

A brief silence

Hear us, faithful God.
We call upon your name.

Blessed are you for serving us, we who are your servants. Receive now, we pray, our
silent petitions.

A longer period of silence.

Hear us, loving God.
We call upon your name.

Blessed are you for generations of the faithful who have proclaimed our Lord’s death
and lived in service to others. Unite us with them in hope until we join with them at
your everlasting banquet.

A brief silence

Hear us, eternal God.
We call upon your name.

Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the one who loves us to the end,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



Meal

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Merciful God

C: It would have been enough for you to give us the fruit of the earth by which we
live. But in this meal, by your promise, you also give us yourself. Use what we
have gathered here in feeding the hungry world with your love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: God is with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful,  O God our rock and our salvation, hear us
as we praise,  call us to your table,  grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,  you formed order and beauty.
When Abraham and Sarah were barren,  you sent them a child.
When the Israelites were enslaved,  you led them to freedom.
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing,
and full of compassion,  you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor,  he lived under oppression,  he wept over the city.
With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.
O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic,  O God most motherly,  O God our strength and our song,
you show us a vision of a tree of life  with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,  the life of the Father to the Son,  
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: The body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us
with the saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection.
May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us
that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.


