
THIS LENTEN ROAD
The Bethany Road

Worship Outline for 24 March 2021

The Journey Begins: a responsive liturgy

P: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life."

C: Come, let us turn to the Lord, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths.

P: "I will lead the blind by a road they do not know. I will turn the darkness before them into
light."

C: You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

P: "My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me."
C: He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

P: "Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you,
I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand."

C: Oh, send out your light and your truth; let them lead me. In the path of your
judgments, O Lord, we wait for you. 

The Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. O God, your Son chose the path that led to pain before joy and to the cross
before glory. Plant his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may come at
last to joy and glory., through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord who reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

The First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to
you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.  He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be
from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

Responsory Psalm: Psalm 130

P: Out of depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!
C: Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!



P: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
C: But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.

P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope.
C: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than

those who watch for the morning.

P: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great
power to redeem.

C: It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.

The Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,  so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  To set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this reason the mind that is
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law -- indeed it cannot,  and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.  But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him.  But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness.  If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you. 

The Holy Gospel: John 12:1-19

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead.  There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at
the table with him.  Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said,  "Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?"6 (He said this not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used
to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep
it for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus
but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  So the chief priests planned to put
Lazarus to death as well,  since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting
and were believing in Jesus.  The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard



that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet
him, shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord -- the King of
Israel!"  Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:  "Do not be afraid, daughter of
Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!"  His disciples did not understand
these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had
been written of him and had been done to him.  So the crowd that had been with him when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to testify.  It was also
because they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him.  The
Pharisees then said to one another, "You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after
him!" 

THIS LENTEN ROAD
The Bethany Road
Sermon

The Bethany Road begins with a trip to the cemetery, and ends with a parade.

"Lord, if you had been here," Martha said to Jesus at the Bethany cemetery, "my brother would
not have died." - "But I am here," Jesus replied in effect. "Your brother will rise again." "I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day," Martha said. "I am the resurrection,"
Jesus replied emphatically, "and the life. And I am ... here ... in the cemetery ... with you ... for
you." That is where this Lenten road had led him. 

A similar conversation took place with Martha's sister Mary when she learned Jesus was in
Bethany: "Lord, if you had been here," she replied,  "my brother would not have died." But
before Jesus could reply, as he had with Martha,  Mary broke into tears. The wonderful thing
about this part of the story is that when Mary broke into tears, so did Jesus. "I'm here," he was
saying in effect, "and I share your grief." I hope Mary took comfort in that, because I know I do.
It helps to know that the Lord Jesus Christ, "the resurrection and the life," is that much here with
us when our road leads to the cemetery, that he joins us not only in paying respects but also in
sharing our sorrows. So much here that he shares our tears.

And soon he will share our grave. But that will not be permanent, any more than was the grave of
Lazarus, Mary and Martha's brother. "Why are you at the cemetery?" we may want to ask Jesus.
Or maybe Martha's question would have been, "Why are you at the cemetery now, when it's too
late? If you had been here, my brother would not have died." But Jesus' response is clear: "Didn't
you hear me, Martha? I am the resurrection and the life." For resurrection to happen, death has to
have occurred. For Jesus' resurrection to happen--that joyful Easter victory we wait to
celebrate--he first had to die. After his resurrection he will explain that to his disciples: "It was
necessary for the Son of Man to suffer, and so enter into his glory."

From the cemetery, the Bethany road led to the dinner table. He who was "here" for Mary and
Martha--and Lazarus--at the cemetery, was also "here" with them in the more ordinary aspects of
life. "Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest," many of us have been taught to pray at mealtime,



acknowledging his gifts to us. 

"Martha served," it says, offering culinary gifts of her own; she was the consummate hostess.
And Mary served too, but in a different way, with different kinds of gifts--by anointing Jesus' feet
with expensive perfume. Two different ways of serving the Lord, and the Lord accepted them
both. It is significant that the one person who did not accept Mary's gift was Judas, consumed as
he was with a passion for money. He would not accept Jesus' gift either.

Jesus, meanwhile, having raised her brother from the dead, looked upon Mary's gift as somehow
preparing for his own burial--something the disciples would not have understood right now, but
would later, when Jesus was revealed to be "the resurrection and the life."

"Behold, your king is coming to you, " the prophet Zechariah had foretold, "humble and riding on
a donkey's colt." And now, at the end of the road from Bethany, greeted by a palm-waving
crowd, Jesus says to the world what he had said to Martha and Mary, "I am here."

"Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!" So he was acknowledged on Palm
Sunday; so we welcome him into our midst even today ... for we know today what that first Palm
Sunday crowd didn't--that he was coming to die for the life of the world. Zechariah had foretold
that as well, that the king coming humbly on a donkey was coming to bring peace. 

And so, at the end of the Bethany road, we greet him even today, "Have mercy on us" (which is
what "Hosanna" means) "and grant us peace."  Amen

Prayers

Lead us to the cemetery, Lord Jesus Christ, and weep with us there. Console everyone who
mourns. Send us to be, in any way we can, agents of your consolation.

And move us to use the gifts and opportunities we have to honor you, Lord Christ, in all the ways
in which you make us capable. Receive the offerings of all who give, however they give, and
sanctify our giving as you have sanctified our grieving. 

Lead us now through this Holy Week. Help us to meditate on the full message of your suffering
and death, that it may be for us the good news of our redemption.

Receive the glad praises we offer you, even in this solemn season. Help us look forward to even
more full-throated praise when the fast is done, and to welcome you into our midst always as the
One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Even as we await that glorious day when, with all the company of angels, you will welcome us
who approach your throne in your name and lead us into the new Jerusalem. 

Hosanna, Lord Jesus Christ! Hosanna in the highest!  Amen



Lord's Prayer

P: And now as we are taught by Jesus let us pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Benediction
(Proverbs 4:11-12; 1 Peter 2:21; Matthew 16:24)

P: "I have taught you the way of wisdom," says the Lord. "I have led you in the paths of
uprightness. When you walk, your step will not be hampered; and if you run, you will not
stumble."

C: Christ himself suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow in his
steps.

P: "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me."


