
THIS LENTEN ROAD
The Road To Jerusalem

Worship Outline for 10 March 2021

The Journey Begins: a responsive liturgy

P: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life."

C: Come, let us turn to the Lord, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths.

P: "I will lead the blind by a road they do not know. I will turn the darkness before them into
light."

C: You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

P: "My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me."
C: He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

P: "Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you,
I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand."

C: Oh, send out your light and your truth; let them lead me. In the path of your
judgments, O Lord, we wait for you. 

Prayer of the Day
P: God of mystery and might, whose wonderful works are to be remembered, move in

our lives, change our minds, soften our hearts, direct our feet, that we may follow
you more faithfully. Yes Lord, we seek to follow Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen

The First Reading: Hebrews 12:1-3

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us,  looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from
sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 

Responsory Psalm: Psalm 27:1-6, 13-14

P: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?



C: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

P: When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh--my adversaries and foes--they shall
stumble and fall.

C: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up
against me, yet will I be confident.

P: One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:
C: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the

Lord, and to inquire in his temple.

P: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble.
C: He will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.

P: Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy.

C: I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

P: I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
C: Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage. 

P: Wait for the Lord!

The Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David -- that is my gospel,  for
which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God
is not chained.  Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  The saying is sure: If we have died
with him, we will also live with him;  if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him,
he will also deny us;  if we are faithless, he remains faithful -- for he cannot deny himself. 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 16:21-26

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the
third day be raised.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you."  But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things."  Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 



THIS LENTEN ROAD
The Road To Jerusalem

Sermon

As we make our way up the road to Jerusalem this Lenten season, we might begin by noticing
that we are walking in line ... and that in this line, Jesus is first. "Take up your cross and follow
me," he says, and that definitely describes a place in line.

In his eagerness to be a good disciple, Peter apparently forgot that. "We are going up to
Jerusalem," Jesus said, "and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the
scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; they
will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise
again." It almost sounds like a road map, doesn't it, plotting out every step of the way, every twist
and turn? And Jesus is determined to follow that divine road map--God's plan for the salvation of
the world. 

"Behold, we go up to Jerusalem," Jesus says, describing the perils along the way. "No, you
won't!" Peter responds. "Yes, I WILL!" Jesus answers. "I will lead, and you will follow. Get
behind me ... Satan!"

That must have stung! For Peter would have known the reputation of Satan, the old evil foe, just
as you do. Peter knew the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and what havoc the
tempter had wrought on the whole human race there. No doubt Peter had also heard Jesus tell
about his experience in the wilderness after his baptism (how else would the disciples know if
Jesus hadn't told them?), and how steadfast Jesus was in his rejection of each of Satan's
temptations. Jesus withstood temptation; we usually don't fare as well. Would you regard
disobedience to God's will any more seriously if Jesus would address you as "Satan" every time
you sinned?

"You are a stumbling block to me," Jesus said to Peter--ironic, for the name Peter means "Rock."
But most of us wouldn't think of Peter as that kind of rock--a rock that gets in the way, that
hinders one's progress, a boulder that proves to be a barrier, a roadblock. 

It would not be the last time Peter got in the way. In the Garden of Gethsemane, when the
soldiers came to capture Jesus, Peter pulled out a sword and started swinging. Eventually he cut
off the ear of one of the captors. What was Peter trying to do? Cancel the crucifixion? Well
meaning as he may have been right then, if Peter had succeeded, God's whole plan of salvation
would have been thwarted, and Satan would have won.

"Get behind me, Satan," Jesus says to Peter. On the way from Gethsemane to the high priest's
courtyard, Peter does indeed follow--at a distance, to be sure, but follow nonetheless. Even
bound and captured, Jesus is in the lead. According to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, this Lenten road is leading directly to the cross ... the disciple Peter and his objections
notwithstanding.



Jesus says that Peter's assignment, in fact, is not to avoid the cross, but to take it up, to make it
visible, to glory in it, to lift it high.

And to follow. That's the important word: follow. We do it wrong if we seek to lead, if we get
out ahead of Christ. In that location, we most likely will become roadblocks, hindering the
mission of our Lord and his purpose for our lives. And we might possibly find the road we are
taking to be a dead end. Where do you go if you insist on taking the lead? Adam and Eve can
answer that; so can the prodigal son ... and Peter. 

And so we follow ... "with the cross of Jesus going on before." That's important, too: the cross of
Jesus. That is our inspiration and our motivation for following. True, Jesus tells us to take up
"our cross" in the following, but our cross has meaning only inasmuch as we bear it following
him. That cross is our own death, true enough. Jesus initial hearers would have recognized the
awful reference in a way that we, sometimes, do not. Our cross is our own DEATH. But it is a
death that has "lost its sting" because of the cross that our Lord is bearing. 

And so, we do not follow irresponsibly, but realizing that our Lord has a plan for us, a place for
us in the procession, an obligation that might not be fulfilled if we are not there to take it up and
carry it. 

We follow ... because he has called us to. And that, finally, is the outcome. He has called, and
given us the grace to respond. He hands us our crosses and sets us on our way. But we do not
walk that way alone. We follow Christ ... through the gates of death at last and into the warm
embrace of our heavenly Father.  Amen

Prayers

Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. We are going to behold your suffering and death for the
sins of all of us, going to offer heartfelt thanks for that undeserved gift, going to take our place as
those who bear the crosses placed upon us. Behold, O Christ, we follow.

Help us always to be followers. Remove from us any desire to thwart your holy will by the
exercise of our own will, lest we be a hindrance to you. Remove every roadblock that we might
place in your path, and keep us in our place--as those who follow.

Move us to invite others to be followers as well, and let us be examples of humble and faithful
discipleship to them, that they too may take their place in our company and find their way, with
us, to your sacrifice on Calvary.

Move the leaders of this world as well, that they may exercise their leadership in showing others
how to follow you with justice and mercy.

When we behold others growing weak on the journey, and those who stumble and fall because
strength fails them, move us to lend a hand, that they may rise and continue. Empower us to be



helpers, in your name.

Grant that we may always glory in your cross and find in it our comfort, consolation, and
strength. Grant us grace to follow until we reach our goal, life eternal in your heavenly presence,
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

Amen

Lord's Prayer

P: And now as we are taught by Jesus let us pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Benediction
(Proverbs 4:11-12; 1 Peter 2:21; Matthew 16:24)

P: "I have taught you the way of wisdom," says the Lord. "I have led you in the paths of
uprightness. When you walk, your step will not be hampered; and if you run, you will not
stumble."

C: Christ himself suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow in his
steps.

P: "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me."


