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GATHERING

P: Let’s begin with prayer:
Eternal God,
as we continue to mark the season of
Lent during this ongoing season of
pandemic, it seems as if we have
been living Lenten lives for quite some
time now.

We are acutely aware of our
imperfection, frailty and mortality
without any ashes on our foreheads;
we already have been rending our
hearts in sorrow and worry, anger and
fear, discouragement and regret. We
are long past choosing something to
give up, because we (some much
more than others) have become quite
accustomed to giving things up:
freedom of movement, family
gatherings, seeing one another smile,
sitting in a coffee shop with a friend,
reveling in theatre and ballet, sporting
events and live music, communal
singing, a sense of security and
stability.

In this already long season of what
seems like Lenten living, guide us to
true observance: help us return to you,
our God, gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, abounding in steadfast love.
Lead us in turning our hearts and lives
around. Reorient us to follow the one
whose sacrificial love brings
resurrection hope for all and who
invites us to share that hope and love
through serving our neighbour.



In our Saviour’s name we pray.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,
 +ever creating,
 ever transforming,
 ever enlivening,

source of love and liberation,
our heart and our home. Amen
We are unfinished. Our universe is unfinished. We confess the ways in which we
attempt to limit God’s creative power working in and through us.

Silence
Creating God, shape us into fruitful co-creators and faithful stewards of your
design, 

C: liberated by your covenant to bless and be a blessing.

In Jesus we have met the one who, with his very life, showed us the power of love
to transform the lives of all who are vulnerable. We confess the ways in which we
steadfastly cling to our rights and entitlements, refusing to be changed, or even
touched, by the
world’s pain.

Silence

Transforming Christ, move us from comfort to courage, from empathy to
engagement, 

C: from prayer to policy change.

P: All things belong together; we are many, and we are one. We confess the ways in
which we have allowed separation-from God-within-me, from God-within-you,
from God-within creation- to define us.

Silence

Enlivening Spirit, breathe into us the breath of your grace 
C: that we may release our hold on the fear and arrogance that keeps us from

knowing wholeness.

Silence
P: Beloved, God’s forgiveness is fulfilled in Christ. Because we are unfinished, we

are ever being recreated. Because we have met Jesus, we are ever being
transformed. Because we are both many and one, we are ever being enlivened with
the Spirit’s power-the grace of God, in whom we live and move and have our



being. Forgiveness, grace, and love are yours to have and yours to share, now and
always. 

GATHERING SONG ELW #339 Christ the Life of All the Living

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Christ, yourself for me once giving 
to the darkest depths of woe:
through your suff'ring, death, and merit 
life eternal I inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 
dearest Jesus, unto you.

2 You have suffered great affliction 
and have borne it patiently,
even death by crucifixion, 
fully to atone for me;
for you chose to be tormented 
that my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 
dearest Jesus, unto you.

3 Then, for all that bought my pardon,
for the sorrows deep and sore,
for the anguish in the garden,
I will thank you evermore;
thank you for the groaning, sighing, 
for the bleeding and the dying,
for that last triumphant cry,
praise you evermore on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Jesus said, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself.”
C: Blessed be the God of our salvation 

who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.  O God, you have written the law of love on the hearts of your people.
Led by the Holy Spirit may we treasure the law of love as Christ before us
treasured it, living lives of trusting and loving obedience to you; knowing that one
day we will be a part of the harvest of salvation where everyone will be gathered to
discover the goodness and fullness of life in your kingdom of peace, through your
Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new
covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write
it on their hearts. Reading from the prophet Jeremiah in the 31st chapter:

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Jeremiah 31: 31-34

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of
a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.



Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus
answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but
if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

  “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind
of death he was to die.

John 12:20-33
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #329 As the Sun with Longer Journey

1 As the sun with longer journey 
melts the winter's snow and ice,
with its slowly growing radiance 
warms the seed beneath the earth,
may the sun of Christ's uprising 
gently bring our hearts to life.

2 Through the days of waiting, watching, 
in the desert of our sin,
searching on the far horizon 
for a sign of cloud or wind,
we await the healing waters 
of our Savior's victory.

3 Praise be given to the maker 
of the seasons' yearly round:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
Source, Sustainer, Lord of life,
as the ever turning ages 



roll to their eternal rest.

Text: John Patrick Earls, OSB, b. 1935
Text © 1981 Order of Saint Benedict, admin. Liturgical Press, 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427 All Rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your
church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people
courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Bless
ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your
presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that
prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world
to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them
creativity to work for the welfare of all. We pray for the people of Myanmar as
they struggle against a military coup.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know
your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing
of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. In this season of Lent
we pray for: those suffering from Covid-19, and also Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat, Beryl,
Elethia, Pat,  and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. (Pause) .
Give sabbath rest to all who labour. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Give us your truth and wisdom and
teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have
given us words to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us
into life everlasting. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.



C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I invite you to have
your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Blessed are you, Holy God.
At the creation of the cosmos, of sea and skies, of sun and stars
You anchored mountains deep....
From a mountain top you gave tablets to Moses
Before a mountain cave in sheer silence
  you passed before your servant Elijah
Your prophet Micah called the mountains as witnesses
And on mountains still, on mountains springing forth from tectonic shifts
You meet your people in silence, in stone, in that stark strength
Where earth meets heaven
Where granite and slate, where chasm and canyon proclaim your praise

And so fittingly you made a mountain to be 
The seat for your Son who spoke 



From a mount, of blessing:
Blessed, are we, for

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we remember Mary’s labour and Jesus’ birth, 
Mary’s mothering and Jesus’ life, 
Mary’s tears and Jesus’ death; 
Mary’s hope and Jesus’ resurrection.
We remember and rejoice and wait with her
At the mount of his ascending, lending
Our prayers to all saints awaiting God’s Reign: 
Christ’s coming again and again.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit.
That the comforter might comfort us.
That Heaven might reign for righteousness sake.
That we might rejoice, and be glad, knowing that we are blessed.
Blessed indeed because you answer us as we pray: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in   his
grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: Disciples of Jesus, we have received the immeasurable riches of God’s grace
 in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 
Go forth to share this gift with others.

BLESSING

P: As we journey, 
remember you are never alone in the twists and turns of the valleys. 
Lift your heart to embrace the mysteries to be revealed. 

May Creator be your strong protector, 
Redeemer your cool, refreshing water, 
and Spirit be your trustworthy guide. 

Walk in peace as you discover the Way.
And may God’s holy angels accompany you 

and meet your sojourning needs, Z now and forever.
C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth

The Lord now sends us forth 
with hands to serve and give,
to make of all the earth 
a better place to live.  Repeat



The angels are not sent 
into our world of pain
to do what we were meant 
to do in Jesus' name;
that falls to you and me 
and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray, 
to do your will today.  Repeat

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Readings for the Week:
Monday 22 Mar. Psalm 119:9-16
Tuesday 23 Mar. Acts 2:14-24
Wednesday 24 Mar. John 12:34-50
Thursday 25 Mar. Philippians 2:1-11
Friday 26 Mar. Jeremiah 33:1-9
Saturday 27 Mar. Mark 10:32-34, 46-52
Palm/Passion Sunday - 28 March 2021: Mark 11:1-11, Isaiah 50:4-9a, 

Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 15:1-39


