
Facebook Live Worship Outline
Easter Sunday - 4 April 2021

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God!

GATHERING SONG WB#365 Jesus Christ is Risen Today!

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
now above the sky he's king, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4

GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the Fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

OPENING DIALOGUE

P: As the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.



C: As the first day of the week was dawning,
The stone was rolled away.

P: At the dawn an angel greeted them,
“He is not here, for he has been raised.”

C: At the dawn, an angel greeted them,
“Come, see the place where he lay.”

P: The angel’s clothes were white as snow,
“Do not be afraid, I know you are looking for Jesus.”

C: The angel’s clothes were white as snow,
“Jesus has been raised!”

P: Go quickly! Tell his disciples,
“Jesus has been raised from the dead.”

C: Go Quickly! Tell his disciples,
“Jesus is going ahead of you.”

HYMN OF PRAISE WB #664 Heaven is Singing For Joy

1 Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia,
for in your life and mine
is shining the glory of God.

Refrain
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia!

2 Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia,
for your life and mine
unite in the love of our God.  Refrain

3 Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia,
for your life and mine
will always bear witness to God.  Refrain

Text: Pablo Sosa, b. 1933
Text © Pablo Sosa
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.



God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share
with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life
with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WORD

FIRST READING

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from
Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that
God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. Reading from the Acts of
the Apostles in the 10th chapter:

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is
Lord of all.  That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

Acts 10:34-43

Word of God. Word of Life /Thanks be to God

Gospel
This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is empty.
Disciples arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope
emerges, and a weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord.

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent



down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings
lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him." When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!"
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced
to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to
her.

John 20:1-18

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!

1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light!

Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever!
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
 Give God the glory! Alleluia!

2. Walking the way, Christ in the center
 Telling the story to open our eyes;

Breaking our bread, Giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:

 Give God the glory! Alleluia!

3. Jesus the vine, We are the branches;
 Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;



Heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
 Gift of the future now flowing to me.

Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
 Give God the glory! Alleluia!

4. Weeping be gone; Sorrow, be silent:
 Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.

Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!”
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.

Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
 Give God the glory! Alleluia!

5. City of God, Easter forever,
 Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,

River of Life, Saints and archangels,
 Sing with creation to God the I AM!

Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
 Give God the glory! Alleluia!

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427;

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power
of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death
holds sway. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life.
Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate
our care for what you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your
peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and
inspire new beginnings. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are
afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who
grieve On this Sunday of the Resurrection we pray for: Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat, Carol,
Beryl, Barb, Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts.



(silence)  Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called
your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in
our community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we
join with all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to You.

P: Let us give thank to God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is our calling and our joy, 
to give thanks and praise to you, O Holy One. 
You summon forth new life, from the silence of the grave, 
and abundant hope, where none was to be found. 
And so with all living things and the earth itself, 
with the women at the tomb, the first witnesses of the resurrection,



and with all your people of every time and place,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.  

C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you, O Holy One, 
for the universe beyond our knowing, 
for creatures, great and small,
and for the wondrous web of life into which we have been woven. 

 
We give thanks that, in your wisdom, you create all people in your image,
yellow and brown, black and white,
calling us to be caretakers of one another and of your world.  

In each generation, you deliver us through the flood, 
bring us forth from bondage, 
guide us through the wilderness,
sustain us in exile
and call us toward your land of promise.

You sent us Jesus, our brother and Lord, 
who embodied your will,
who reveals your heart,  
and who teaches us what it means to be fully human and fully alive. 

Take Bread and hold it in front of you.

On the night in which he allowed himself to be handed over,
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and gave it to his followers saying:
“Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this to remember me.”

As you eat this bread, know that this is the body
of Christ given for you.

Take wine and hold it in front of you.

After supper he took a cup of wine, gave thanks, and offered it to his followers
saying, “Take and drink. This is the New Covenant, in my blood, offered for you
and for all people. 
Do this to remember me.”

As you drink this wine, know that this is the
blood of Christ shed for you.



So, on this day of resurrection and New Life, we remember…
we remember all whose blood is poured out in violence, in its countless forms…
we remember all who offer up their lives in service to others… and to you, 
and most of all,
we remember the New Life, of the risen Christ, 
Into which you call us, this day.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that these gifts of bread and wine may be filled with your grace.
And by your grace, fill us with the resurrected life of Christ,
that we may be living symbols of your New Life for all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
who taught us to pray saying…

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: Go forth into the world.
Proclaim the good news of Christ.



Receive the inheritance of God’s promise.
Live in the light of the gospel.

Blessing

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father,  Z  Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #382 Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Risen our victorious head!
Sing his praises! Alleluia!
Christ is risen from the dead!
Gratefully our hearts adore him
as his light once more appears,
bowing down in joy before him,
rising up from griefs and tears.

Refrain:
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Risen our victorious head!
Sing his praises! Alleluia!
Christ is risen from the dead!

2 Christ is risen! All the sadness
of our Lenten fast is o’er;
through the open gates of gladness
he returns to life once more;
death and hell before him bending
see him rise, the victor now,
angels on his steps attending,
glory round his wounded brow.   Refrain

3 Christ is risen! All the sorrow
that last evening round him lay
now hath found a glorious morrow
in the rising of today.
See the grave its first-fruits giving,
springing up from holy ground;



Christ was dead, but now is living;
he was lost, but he is found.   Refrain

4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never
death or hell shall us enthrall.
We are Christ’s, in him forever
we have triumphed over all.
All the doubting and dejection
of our trembling hearts have ceased;
hail the day of resurrection!
Let us rise and keep the feast.   Refrain

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news! Alleluia
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Readings for the Week:
Monday 5 Apr. Psalm 110
Tuesday 6 Apr. Proverbs 22:1-9
Wednesday 7 Apr. Epiphany Matthew 2:1-12
Thursday 8 Apr. Exodus 1:22 - 2:10
Friday 9 Apr. Hebrews 11:27-28
Saturday 10 Apr. John 8:39-59
Sunday 11 Apr. Easter 2 - Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133, 1 John 1:1 - 2;2, John 20:19-31


