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GATHERING

P: Let’s begin with prayer:
Eternal God,
as we prepare to mark the season of
Lent during this ongoing season of
pandemic, it seems as if we have
been living Lenten lives for quite some
time now.

We are acutely aware of our
imperfection, frailty and mortality
without any ashes on our foreheads;
we already have been rending our
hearts in sorrow and worry, anger and
fear, discouragement and regret. We
are long past choosing something to
give up, because we (some much
more than others) have become quite
accustomed to giving things up:
freedom of movement, family
gatherings, seeing one another smile,
sitting in a coffee shop with a friend,
reveling in theatre and ballet, sporting
events and live music, communal
singing, a sense of security and
stability.

In this already long season of what
seems like Lenten living, guide us to
true observance: help us return to you,
our God, gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, abounding in steadfast love.
Lead us in turning our hearts and lives
around. Reorient us to follow the one
whose sacrificial love brings
resurrection hope for all and who
invites us to share that hope and love
through serving our neighbour.
In our Saviour’s name we pray.

C: Amen



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,
 +ever creating,
 ever transforming,
 ever enlivening,

source of love and liberation,
our heart and our home. Amen
We are unfinished. Our universe is unfinished. We confess the ways in which we
attempt to limit God’s creative power working in and through us.

Silence
Creating God, shape us into fruitful co-creators and faithful stewards of your
design, 

C: liberated by your covenant to bless and be a blessing.

In Jesus we have met the one who, with his very life, showed us the power of love
to transform the lives of all who are vulnerable. We confess the ways in which we
steadfastly cling to our rights and entitlements, refusing to be changed, or even
touched, by the
world’s pain.

Silence

Transforming Christ, move us from comfort to courage, from empathy to
engagement, 

C: from prayer to policy change.

P: All things belong together; we are many, and we are one. We confess the ways in
which we have allowed separation-from God-within-me, from God-within-you,
from God-within creation- to define us.

Silence

Enlivening Spirit, breathe into us the breath of your grace 
C: that we may release our hold on the fear and arrogance that keeps us from

knowing wholeness.

Silence
P: Beloved, God’s forgiveness is fulfilled in Christ. Because we are unfinished, we

are ever being recreated. Because we have met Jesus, we are ever being
transformed. Because we are both many and one, we are ever being enlivened with
the Spirit’s power-the grace of God, in whom we live and move and have our
being. Forgiveness, grace, and love are yours to have and yours to share, now and
always. 

C: Amen 



GATHERING SONG ELW #326 Bless Now, O God, the Journey

1 Bless now, O God, the journey 
that all your people make,
the path through noise and silence, 
the way of give and take.
The trail is found in desert 
and winds the mountain round,
then leads beside still waters,
the road where faith is found.

2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims 
who share this winding way;
your hope burns through the terrors, 
your love sustains the day.
We yearn for holy freedom
while often we are bound;
together we are seeking 
the road where faith is found.

3 Divine eternal lover, 
you meet us on the road.
We wait for land of promise 
where milk and honey flow,
but waiting not for places, 
you meet us all around.
Our covenant is written 
on roads, as faith is found.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: From water to wilderness
C: God’s covenant continues;

God’s kingdom comes near.

P: On stone and in hearts.
C: God’s covenant continues;

God’s kingdom comes near.

P: From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up:
C: God’s covenant continues;



God’s kingdom comes near.

P: We follow Jesus on the Lenten path,
C: for where he is, we would be also.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious Father, in the beginning of all that is, you blessed
humanity, and established a covenant with all creatures. You showed time and
again your faithfulness and steadfast love for all you have made. As we enter this
season of Lent, remind us that as you shower the earth with life giving rain you
shower us with the waters of baptism; new life open to us through your  grace and
mercy, your love and provision in Christ Jesus. Lead us by your Spirit to choose
your will, working for justice, and moved by love and kindness for neighbour, to
walk humbly with you each day, through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

Today’s reading is the conclusion of the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys
the earth by a flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses
humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.  Reading from the book of
Genesis the ninth chapter:

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as
many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in
the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that
is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that
is on the earth." God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth."

Genesis 9:8-17

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God



GOSPEL

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is
tested by Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on
him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news."

Mark 1:9-15
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to naught all he has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.



Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need. Each petition will end with the phrase Hear us, O God, and I invite you to
respond with , “Your mercy is great.”

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in
the good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the
earth’s creatures from destruction (especially . . . here local environmental
concerns may be named). Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and
science educators. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of
leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice
for the lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees
crossing dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing
and strength to all who suffer In this season of Lent we pray for: Ferolyn, Jordan,
Pat, Beryl, Elethia, Pat,  and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts.
(Pause), Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses, physical
therapists, nutritionists, and all who tend to human bodies.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our
baptismal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen
this congregation’s ministries of care and concern (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you
for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the
fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE



P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: God is with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to God.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Blessed are you, Holy God.
At the creation of the cosmos, of sea and skies, of sun and stars
You anchored mountains deep....
From a mountain top you gave tablets to Moses
Before a mountain cave in sheer silence
  you passed before your servant Elijah
Your prophet Micah called the mountains as witnesses
And on mountains still, on mountains springing forth from tectonic shifts
You meet your people in silence, in stone, in that stark strength
Where earth meets heaven
Where granite and slate, where chasm and canyon proclaim your praise

And so fittingly you made a mountain to be 
The seat for your Son who spoke 
From a mount, of blessing:
Blessed, are we, for

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we remember Mary’s labour and Jesus’ birth, 
Mary’s mothering and Jesus’ life, 
Mary’s tears and Jesus’ death; 
Mary’s hope and Jesus’ resurrection.
We remember and rejoice and wait with her
At the mount of his ascending, lending
Our prayers to all saints awaiting God’s Reign: 
Christ’s coming again and again.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit.
That the comforter might comfort us.
That Heaven might reign for righteousness sake.
That we might rejoice, and be glad, knowing that we are blessed.
Blessed indeed because you answer us as we pray: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

After all have communed, the presiding minister may say a table blessing.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C Amen

P: Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.



Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

CHARGE

P: Emerging from the waters of baptism,
Jesus became the first citizen of God’s new realm.
We, who are baptised into Christ, 
now live under God’s rule.
In this season of Lent,
practice the way of life to which you have been called - 
the way of Jesus Christ.

P: Friends, 
we’ve been travelling the wilderness for over a year now, 
and once again we’re entering/continuing in the wilderness we call Lent. 

We’ll follow paths that may seem threatening at times but
promise nuggets of grace when and where we least expect it. 

As we journey, 
remember you are never alone in the twists and turns of the valleys. 
Lift your heart to embrace the mysteries to be revealed. 

May Creator be your strong protector, 
Redeemer your cool, refreshing water, 
and Spirit be your trustworthy guide. 

Walk in peace as you discover the Way.
And may God’s holy angels accompany you 

and meet your sojourning needs, Z now and forever.
C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #783 Praise and Thanks and Adoration

1 Praise and thanks and adoration,
Son of God, to you we give,
for you chose to serve creation,
died that sinners all might live.
Dear Lord Jesus, guide my way;



faithful let me day by day
follow where your steps are leading,
find adventure, joys exceeding!

2 Hold me ever in your keeping,
comfort me in pain and strife;
through my laughter and my weeping,
lift me to a nobler life.
Draw my fervent love to you;
constant hope and faith renew
in your birth, your life and passion,
in your death and resurrection.

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission

DISMISSAL

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
P:  Marked with the cross of Christ, 

go forth to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Readings for the Week:
Monday 22 Feb. Psalm 77
Tuesday 23 Feb. Job 5:8-27
Wednesday 24 Feb. Matthew 4:1-11
Thursday 25 Feb. Genesis 13:1-6,12-18
Friday 26 Feb. Romans 4:1-12
Saturday 27 Feb. Mark 8:27-30
2nd Sunday in Lent - 28 February 2021: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; 

Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38


