
Facebook Live Worship Outline
Epiphany 3 - 24 January 2021

GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #661 I Love to tell the Story

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story,
because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

Refrain
I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.

2 I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God's own holy word.  Refrain

3 I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long.  Refrain

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.



CALL TO WORSHIP

P: From God comes my salvation
C: For God alone my soul waits in silence.

P: God alone is my rock and my salvation.
C: God is my fortress; I shall never be shaken.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   You invite us, O God, to live in your ways, and you give us to each
other to know and to love as we journey in this life. Show us your will for all
creation. Help us to listen to your urgings with prayerful hearts so that we may
honour what you have made, in the name of the holy Trinity, One God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question
“On whom should God have mercy?” Reading from the Book of Jonah in the 3rd  chapter:

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, "Get up, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." So Jonah set out and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large
city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he
cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" And the people of
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

In Mark’s gospel, before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that
becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives.
Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. This is the Holy Gospel
according to Mark:



Glory to you, O Lord

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news."

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea--for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will
make you fish for people." And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their
boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in
the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

Mark 1:14-20

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #817 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore

1 You have come down to the lakeshore
seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,
but only asking for me to follow.

Refrain
Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes;
kindly smiling, you've called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
now with you, I will seek other seas.

2 You know full well what I have, Lord:
neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,
just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain

3 You need my hands, my exhaustion,
working love for the rest of the weary--
a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain

4 You who have fished other waters;
you, the longing of souls that are yearning:
O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain

Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
English text © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications.
Reprinted with permission under One License, License  #A736427



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need. I invite you to respond to each petition
with the phrase, “Have mercy, O God.”

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and
deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s
reconciling love, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favourable weather and clean water, and for the
well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all
the earth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and
non-governmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that
God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief. In
this season of Epiphany we pray for: Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat, Carol, Beryl, Elethia,
Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. That in the midst of
suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, that God’s steadfast
love serve as a model for all relationships, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel
living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING

P: Let us pray.
Holy God,



Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,
we hear your Word in the Scriptures,
proclaiming to us your wisdom
and inviting us to follow your call.
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

C: We thank you, O God.

P: Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother,
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick,
and revived the brokenhearted.
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.

C: We worship you, O God.

P: By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word,
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.

C: We praise you, O God.

P: Blessed are You, holy God, around us, with us, 
and in us, now and forever. Amen

C: Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

CHARGE

P: Repent and believe the good news that 
God is with us and calls us for a purpose.



BLESSING

P: God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter  ] keep you in peace.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #547 Sent Forth by God’s Blessings

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. 
Reprinted with permission under One License, License  #A736427

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ!
C: Thanks be to God.



Readings for the Week:
Monday 25 Jan. Psalm 46
Tuesday 26 Jan. Acts 5:33-42
Wednesday 27 Jan. Proverbs 8:1-21
Thursday 28 Jan. Deuteronomy 3:23-29
Friday 29 Jan. Revelation 2:12-17
Saturday 30 Jan. Matthew 8:28 - 9:1
Sunday - Epiphany 4 - 31 January 2021: Deuteronomy 18: 15-20; Psalm 111; 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28


