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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW #677 This Little Light of Mine

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: The one who calls you together this day yearns for each of you
and for all people to hear and be blessed.

C: Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.

P: Blessed is the one who comes bringing trustworthy words
for the healing of the world.

C: Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.   You invite us, O God, to live in your ways, and you give us to each
other to know and to love as we journey in this life. Show us your will for all
creation. Help us to listen to your urgings with prayerful hearts so that we may



honour what you have made, in the name of the holy Trinity, One God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING:

In our first reading, at a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to
Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to
God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of
Samuel’s prophetic ministry. Reading from the 1st Book of Samuel in the 3rd  chapter:

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,
was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The
Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not
yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said
to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I
am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it
tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house,
from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever,
for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not
restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my
son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told
you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the
Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”



As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the Lord.

1 Samuel 3:1-20

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others
to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the
invitation to “Come and see.”  This is the Holy Gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things
than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

John 1:43-51

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #798 Will You Come and Follow Me

1 "Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

2 "Will you leave yourself behind



if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?

3 "Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?

4 "Will you love the you you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"

5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A736427

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: As this week we observe the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, let us offer our
laments and petitions to God, responding to each with the words “In mercy,
receive our prayers.”

O God, we lament the times when our churches have rejected collaboration with 



your worldwide family of grace  - a brief silence  - and we pray for your blessing
on the Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Protestants, evangelicals,
and independents, that all your people will follow your call to discipleship and
grow deeper into our unity in Christ.

A brief silence.

O God, Shepherd of your people, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament the ways that we and our society have misused your earth with selfish
or short-sighted actions  -  a brief silence  -  and we pray for an increased
commitment to the care of your marvellous creation.

A brief silence.

O God, Gardener of the globe, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament the occasions when our government has neglected the needs of the
people and the calls for international cooperation  -  a brief silence  -  and we pray
for all our elected members of government: municipal, regional, provincial and
federal, that they fulfill their obligations to uphold and extend the common good.

A brief silence.

O God, Shield of the commonwealth, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament the uncontrolled rage and the senseless violence that recently defaced
our world  -a brief silence  -  and we pray that peace reign in our streets, that our
capital cities be safe, and that a spirit of reconciliation and cooperation mark our
national life.

A brief silence.

O God, Peacemaker in our land, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament the decades of ethnic injustices and racial prejudice that brought such
suffering to many residents of our country  -  a brief silence  -  and we pray that
you bless the Indigenous peoples, and all immigrants to this land, and that you
form us into a nation in which all are honoured in equal measure.

A brief silence.



O God, Liberator of the oppressed, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament the unspeakable sadness that has been unleashed by the coronavirus
here and around the world   -  a brief silence  -  and we pray that you bring health
to the sick, comfort to the dying, resilience to health workers, prompt vaccinations
to everyone, and a lasting end to this scourge.  In this season of Epiphany we pray
for: Ferolyn, Jordan, Pat, Carol, Beryl, Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud
or quietly in our hearts. 

A brief silence.

O God, Physician and Nurse, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament also our private sorrows and our hidden fears,
and we pray that as with the boy Samuel, you speak to us in the night of our need.

A longer period of  silence.

O God, Lover of our souls, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

We lament the lives of those who have died, in storms, in riots, and in sickbeds.
We praise you  for those we name here before you. . . .;  and we pray that at the
end, we join with all the members of your family in your presence.

A brief silence.

O God, eternal Arms of Mercy, hear our cries;
C: In mercy, receive our prayers.

Into your hands, O loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING



P: Let us pray.
Holy God,
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,
we hear your Word in the Scriptures,
proclaiming to us your wisdom
and inviting us to follow your call.
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

C: We thank you, O God.

P: Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother,
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick,
and revived the brokenhearted.
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.

C: We worship you, O God.

P: By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word,
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.

C: We praise you, O God.

P: Blessed are You, holy God, around us, with us, 
and in us, now and forever. Amen

C: Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

CHARGE

P: All things are lawful, but not all things are beneficial.
Listen to the word of the Lord, as you move through your days.



Trust that the Holy Spirit will guide your choices.
See in each person you meet one for whom Jesus gave his life.

BLESSING

P: God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter  ] keep you in peace.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #810 O Jesus, I Have Promised

1 O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

2 Oh, let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near.
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear.
My foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, then draw nearer
to shield my soul from sin.

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
Now speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
now speak and make me listen,
O Guardian of my soul.

4 O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised



to serve you to the end;
oh, give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus 
C: Thanks be to God.

Readings for the Week:
Monday Genesis 17:1-13
Tuesday Acts 22: 2-16
Wednesday Isaiah 41:14-20
Thursday 2 Corinthians 10:1-11
Friday Judges 2:16-25
Saturday 1 Samuel 2:1-13
Sunday - Epiphany 3 - 24 January 2021: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20


