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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN EVLW #558 Lord God, We Praise you

1 Lord God, we praise you, now the night is over,
active and watchful, standing here before you;
singing, we offer prayer and meditation;
thus we adore you.

2 Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions;
banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending;
bring us to heaven, where your saints united
joy without ending.

3 All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit,
Trinity blessed, send us your salvation;
yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding
through all creation.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.
C: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.

P: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
C: Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.

P: Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles and the judgements he uttered,
O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Holy God, we try to fix and fasten you, but you will not be stayed.
You are love in motion: always breathing us into being, calling us to serve,
sustaining us in the wilderness. Come to us as the morning breaks. Soften what has
grown dry and brittle in our hearts until we worship with abandon, for we pray in
the name of the Son you sent and through the Spirit that gives us life.



C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

Laban deceives Jacob by giving his eldest daughter, Leah, to Jacob in marriage instead
of the promised younger daughter, Rachel. Because of his love for Rachel, Jacob agrees
to work for Laban for an additional seven years so that he may also be married to her.
Reading from the Book of Genesis in the 29th chapter:

Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?"
Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger
was Rachel.  Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful.  Jacob loved
Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel."  Laban said,
"It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me."  So
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love
he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is
completed."  So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast.  But in the
evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her.  (Laban gave
his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.)  When morning came, it was Leah! And
Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel?
Why then have you deceived me?"  Laban said, "This is not done in our country - giving the
younger before the firstborn.  Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also
in return for serving me another seven years."  Jacob did so, and completed her week; then
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Genesis 29: 15-28

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near.” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implication of this announcement for people’s lives. This is the Holy Gospel according to
Matthew:

He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in
its branches."

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened."



"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad.

So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

"Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes." And he said to them, "Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old."

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
P: The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY EVLW # 793 Be Thou My Vision

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'n ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Separated by distance in our homes and yet called into unity with one another and the
whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.  Each petition will end with the phrase



“Lord in your mercy” and I invite you to respond with the words, “hear our prayer.”
(Pause)

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things; a mustard shrub, a woman
baking bread, a fishing net.  Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways
you encounter us in daily life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding.  Increase our understanding
and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers.  Treasuring the
earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer. 

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the
welcoming shade of your merciful reign.  Direct leaders of nations to build trust with
each other and walk in the way of peace.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. 
Help us when we do not know how to pray.  Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the
weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick. Come to all who suffer
from the corona virus. Sustain medical workers. Empower those researchers who are
seeking a vaccine. Stay with us, and accompany all those who are isolated or afraid. In
this season of Pentecost we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela, Jordan, Pat, Grace, Joel, Dorothy,
Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb, Elethia, Pat and for all those we name aloud or quietly
in our hearts. (Pause) Give consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound.  Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need.  Help this
congregation ask boldly for what is most needed.  Refresh us with new dreams of being
your people in this place and time.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In you our lives are never lost.  Strengthen us be the inspiring witness of your people in
all times and places.  Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your
saints in light.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

P: And now as our Saviour Jesus has taught us we are bold to pray:.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all of creation,
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God the creator, Jesus ] the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #547 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,
the tasks of our everyday life we will face -
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God’s children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us,
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honour to Christ and his name that we bear.
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Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you!
C: Thanks be to God.


