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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN EVLW #597 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

1 My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain:
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

2 When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain]

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! [Refrain]

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
C: You have set your glory above the heavens.

P: When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,.
C: the moon and the stars that you have established;

P: what are human beings that you are mindful of them,.
C: mortals that you care for them?



P: Yet you have made them a little lower than God,.
C: and crowned them with glory and honour.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Rock of Israel and cornerstone of our common life, you are not bound
by our visions, our structures, our doctrine. We cannot predict your coming or
going, yet you have given us your story, your family, your work to do. Meet us
here, wherever we gather. Shape us for service in your world, for we carry the
name of Jesus and live by the power of your breath.

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

God’s graciousness to Jacob is shown in God’s revelation of the divine self to the
patriarch, who is running for his life after cheating his brother Esau out of the family
inheritance. Jacob promises that if God brings him back to the land, he will be loyal to
God and give God a tenth of everything. Reading from the Book of Genesis in the 28th

chapter:

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and stayed there
for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his
head and lay down in that place.  And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the
top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  And
the LORD stood beside him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring;
and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and
to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in
you and in your offspring.  Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised
you."  Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place - and I did
not know it!"  And he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and
set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  He called that place Bethel; but the name of
the city was Luz at the first.

Genesis 28: 10-19a

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God



GOSPEL

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgement will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. This is the Holy
Gospel according to Matthew:

He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away.  So when the plants came up and bore grain, then
the weeds appeared as well.  And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master,
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?'  He
answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and
gather them?'  But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along
with them.  Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.'"

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
"Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field."  He answered, "The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  Just as the weeds are collected and
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send his angels, and
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with
ears listen!

Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
P: The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY EVLW # 681 We Plow the Fields and Scatter

1 We plow the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God's almighty hand,
who sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine,
and soft refreshing rain.

Refrain:
All good gifts around us
are sent from heav'n above.
We thank you Lord, we thank you,
Lord, for all your love.



2 You only are the maker
of all things near and far.
You paint the wayside flower,
you light the evening star.
The wind and waves obey you,
by you the birds are fed;
much more to us, your children,
you give our daily bread. [Refrain]

3 We thank you, our creator,
for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food.
No gifts have we to offer
for all your love imparts,
but what you most would treasure--
our humble, thankful hearts. [Refrain]

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Separated by distance in our homes and yet called into unity with one another and the
whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.  Each petition will end with the phrase
“Lord in your mercy” and I invite you to respond with the words, “hear our prayer.”
(Pause)

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. 
Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and
gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions.  Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer. 

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of
new birth.  Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom
from the bondage of decay.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth.  Mend the fabric
of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways.  Guide us by your
mercy, grace and steadfast love.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted.  Open
our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair,
and all who suffer in any way. Come to all who suffer from the corona virus. Sustain
medical workers. Empower those researchers who are seeking a vaccine. Stay with us,
and accompany all those who are isolated or afraid. In this season of Pentecost we pray
for: Ferolyn, Angela, Jordan, Pat, Grace, Joel, Dorothy, Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb,
Elethia and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. (Pause) Give consolation
and free us from all that keeps us bound.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new
opportunities.  We pray for the safety to those who travel.  We pray for those who cannot
take the rest they need.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom.  We
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. 
Gather us with them on the day of salvation.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

P: And now as our Saviour Jesus has taught us we are bold to pray:.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all of creation,
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God the creator, Jesus ] the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #679 For the Fruit of All Creation

1 For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safe-keeping,



thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our world-wide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
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Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you!
C: Thanks be to God.


