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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN EVLW #524 What is This Place 

1. What is this place where we are meeting?
Only a house, the earth its floor.
Walls and a roof sheltering people,
windows for light, an open door.
Yet it becomes a body that lives
when we are gathered here,
and know our God is near. 

2. Words from afar, stars that are falling,
sparks that are sown in us like seed:
names for our God, dreams, signs, and wonders
sent from the past are all we need.
We in this place remember and speak
again what we have heard:
God’s free redeeming word.

3. And we accept bread at this table,
broken and shared, a living sign.
Here in this world, dying and living,
we are each other’s bread and wine.
This is the place were we can receive
what we need to increase:
our justice and God’s peace.

© 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications Used with permission.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
C: Your word is our heritage forever, the joy of our hearts.

P: Come, Let us joyously worship God.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Author of Life, Living Word, Holy Breath, we have stumbled through
the week and groped our way back into your presence. Illumine the steps before us
and write your word on our hearts, for we carry the name of Jesus and would walk
in the light of his love.

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

Although Jacob is younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away
from his brother. Jacob is portrayed in the bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when
he came out of the womb and driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl
of lentils. Reading from the Book of Genesis in the 25th chapter:

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of
Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean.  Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she
was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived.  The children
struggled together within her; and she said, "If it is to be this way, why do I live?" So she went to
inquire of the LORD.

And the LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you
shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger." 
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.  The first came out red,
all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  Afterward his brother came out, with
his hand gripping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore
them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a
quiet man, living in tents.  Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved
Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 
Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!" (Therefore he was
called Edom.)  Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright."  Esau said, "I am about to die; of what
use is a birthright to me?"  Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore to him, and sold his
birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose
and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 25: 19-34

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL



In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by
proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now in a memorable
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear
it. This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew:

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower
went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them
up.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil.

But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  Let anyone with
ears listen!"

"Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what
was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  But as for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

P: The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY EVLW # 512 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil X2

 Lord, Let my heart be good soil,
open to the seed of your word.
Lord let my heart be good soil,
where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart. Lord let my heart,
Lord, let my heart be good soil.

© 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. Used with permission.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



P: Separated by distance in our homes and yet called into unity with one another and the
whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.  Each petition will end with the phrase
“Hear us, O God” and I invite you to respond with the words, “Your mercy is great.”
(Pause)

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places.  We pray for
missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world.  Inspire us by their
witness to the faith we share.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their
hands in praise.  We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and
for lands stripped bare by deforestation.  Empower us to sustainably use what you have
given.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders.  Increase their desire for justice and
equality.  We pray for our enemies.  Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide
authorities to a deep and lasting peace.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, care for all who are in need.  For those who are doubting, renew faith.  For
those who are worrying, provide release.  For those who are struggling, ease burdens. 
For those in fear, give hope. Come to all who suffer from the corona virus. Comfort the
mourners, sustain medical workers. Empower those researchers who are seeking a
vaccine. Stay with us, and accompany all those who are isolated or afraid. In this season
of Pentecost we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela, Jordan, Pat, Grace, Joel, Dorothy, Carol,
Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb, Elethia and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our
hearts. (Pause) Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Nourish and nurture the seeds you have
planted, that we might grow as disciples.  Replaced what has been depleted.  Sustain our
ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community.  Hear us, O God.  Your
mercy is great.

Eternal Gold, we give thanks for all who have.  Comfort us in the sure and certain hope
of the resurrection.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

OFFERING

A reminder that offerings are being received by St. James via mail, or you may drop it into our
mail box at the Wyatt St. Entrance. You can also make an on-line donation to St. James through
the ELCIC website, https://secure.elcic.ca .  Under Donation Fund, select ELCIC Congregation
and include the name of our congregation and its location in the “Personal Message” box.
Additionally, St. James, Elmira can receive on-line donations through our website.  You might
also consider setting up a pre-authorised remittance plan (

https://secure.elcic.ca


http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm) Finally, thank you for your on-going support
in these challenging times. 

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, bread and wine: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish
us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in
the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our saviour Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn as we say:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord , God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm


Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share
with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen

P: And now as our Saviour Jesus has taught us we are bold to pray:.

Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

.
P: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

These are the gifts of God for the Children of God. 

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.



P: Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and
have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these
gifts so that we may share your neighbourly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of
abundant life.

C: Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

P: Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all of creation,
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God the creator, Jesus ] the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #550 On What Has Now Been Sown

1 On what has now been sown
your blessing Lord, bestow;
the pow'r is yours alone
to make it sprout and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise,
And yours alone shall be the praise!

2 To you our wants are known,
from you are all our pow'rs;
accept what is your own
and pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
and to your word a blessing give.

3 Oh, grant that each of us,
now met before you here,
may meet together thus
when you and yours appear,
and follow you to heav'n, our home.
E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!



Dismissal

P: You are chosen and being sent.
Go in peace. Share the Good News!

C: Thanks be to God.


