
TRINITY SUNDAY - 7 JUNE 2020
HOLY COMMUNION

GATHERING

GATHERING SONG EVLW #413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

4 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: In the midst of darkness & chaos…
C: God imagined.

P: In the fury & darkness…
C: God imagined a world filled with trees,

and blue skies
and fluffy white clouds.

P: In the meadow, God stood and…
C: imagined foxes, bluebirds, and slithering snakes.

P: In a world of rainstorms and wildlife
and cattle and grasses blowing in the breeze…

C: God imagined humanity.
God imagined the continuum from man to woman. 



P: In a world teeming with billions of people…
C: God imagined me. 

P: God imagined you and God imagined me.
C: We are created in the image of God.

God imagined us all. God loves each of us. 

P: Let us worship with the same imagination
as the creating One!

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  Let us pray.  Holiness, Word, Power, you reveal yourself as one God in three persons, a
mighty creative, life-generating dancer who invites your creation to join you. Catch us up in
your love and lead us into your world to call others to follow you with singing and rejoicing. 

C: Amen

Word

FIRST READING

At the beginning of time, God the creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit
form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests
on the seventh day. A reading from the book of Genesis: 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters."  So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so.  God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear." And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the
seed in it." And it was so.  The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind,
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.  And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome
of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so.  God made the two great lights--the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars.  God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and



there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the dome of the sky."  So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.  God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things
and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so.  God made the wild animals of the
earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of
every kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."  So
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them.  God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth."  God said, "See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food.  And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every
green plant for food." And it was so.  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.  And on the seventh day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that
he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all
the work that he had done in creation.

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

Pa closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship
grounded in the triune harmony of God’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. A
reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one another with a
holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you.

2 Corinthians 13:11-13



Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize
and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This is the Holy Gospel
according to Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them,
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age."

Matthew 28:16-20 
The Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY EvLW #412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity

1. Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun
the inter-weaving of the three the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance,
but as the Three in love and hope, made room within their dance.

2. Come, see the face of Trinity, newborn in Bethlehem;
then bloodied by a crown of thorns outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and bone;
when fear confines the dance in death, God rolls away the storm.

3. Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame
set people free at Pentecost to tell the Saviour’s name.
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth;
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move.

4. Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and inter-weave, by love and hope set free,
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Living apart in our home but called into unity with one another and the whole creation,
let us pray for our shared world. Each petition will end with the phrase, “Hear us, O God”
and I invite you to respond with the words, “Your mercy is great.”  (Pause)



God of community, you form us as your church.  Guide our bishops, pastors, deacons and
all the baptized in sharing your life-giving good news with al the world.  Strengthen us to
be bold in our proclamation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

God of creation, you called everything into being.  Sustain this would with your renewing
care.  Inspire us to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects and mammals and call
them good.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

God of counsel, all authority belongs to you.  Encourage the leaders of this and every
land to seek peace, equality, and unity.  Instill wisdom in advocated who work toward
justice in often ignored communities.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

God of care, you created us in your image.  Help us see your likeness in one another. 
Open our eyes to see and attend to all who face oppression and suffering. In this Season
of Pentecost we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela, Jordan, Pat, Joel, Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen,
Barb and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts.   (Pause) Console, heal,
and nourish all in need .  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

God of companionship, you accompany this body of faith.  As the rhythms of summer
begin, protect all who travel, renew all who will enjoy a time of sabbath, and shelter all
who will not be protected from the sun’s heat.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection.  We
give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives (especially).  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

 Receive these prayers, O God and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. 

C: Amen.

OFFERING

A reminder that offerings are being received by all of our churches via mail. You can also make
an on-line donation to your congregation through the ELCIC website, https://secure.elcic.ca . 
Under Donation Fund, select ELCIC Congregation and include the name of our congregation
and its location in the “Personal Message” box. Additionally, St. James, Elmira can receive
on-line donations through our website.  You might also consider setting up a pre-authorised
remittance plan ( http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm) Finally, thank you for your
on-going support in these challenging times. 

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy
Communion. I invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with
prayer.

P: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, bread and wine: these are signs of your abundant grace.

https://secure.elcic.ca
http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm


Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places, give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, the true Pascal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
her creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord , God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast that we have gather together in our homes.
Grace our table with your presence.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

C: Amen

P: When the disciples asked Jesus how to pray he said, “When you pray, say this:”

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION



.
P: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

These are the gifts of God for the Children of God. 

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

P: Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by
these gifts so that we may share your neighbourly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life.

C: Amen.

Sending

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

P: Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all of creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God the creator, Jesus ] the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #414 Holy God, We Praise Your Name

1 Holy God, we praise your name;
Lord of all, we bow before you.
All on earth your scepter claim,
all in heav'n above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain,
everlasting is your reign.

2 Hark! the glad celestial hymn
angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim,
in unceasing chorus praising,
fill the heav'ns with sweet accord:



“Holy, holy, holy Lord!”

3 Lo, the apostolic train
join your sacred name to hallow;
prophets swell the glad refrain,
and the white-robed martyrs follow;
and from morn to set of sun
through the church the song goes on.

4 Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name you,
though in essence only one;
undivided God we claim you
and, adoring, bend the knee
while we own the mystery.

SENDING
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.


