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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN EVLW #843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel,
healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
to the desert's burning sand;
from this well comes living water
quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3 Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many
that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: God cares for us completely
C: and calls for our total commitment.

P: Christ gave his life that we might live
C: and calls us to give our lives to him.



P: Through Christ we have died to sin;
C: in Christ we are fully alive to God.

P: Come, let us worship the Lord our God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. God of the covenant, your compassion reached beyond the mere making and
keeping of promises. Teach us to listen to one another with your heart, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

Sarah demands that Abraham send Hagar and her son, Ishmael, away. Abraham is
distressed because he is Ishmael’s father. Sarah wants to ensure that her son, Issac, will
be the one to inherit God’s blessing. God, however, hears Hagar’s cry and promises to
also make of Ishmael a great nation. Reading from the Book of Genesis in the 21st

chapter:

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing
with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son
of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac."  The matter was very distressing
to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of
the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it
is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will
make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring." So Abraham rose early in the morning,
and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with
the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of
Beer-sheba. 

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went
and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, "Do not
let me look on the death of the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and
wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven,
and said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the
boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great
nation of him." Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the
skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the
bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of
Egypt.

Genesis 21:8-21
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God



GOSPEL

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he
assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.  This
is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew:

"A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

"So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known.  What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.  Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  Are not two sparrows
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  And even
the hairs of your head are all counted.  So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.

"Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven.

"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword.  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one's foes will be members of one's own
household.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me.  Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.

Matthew 10: 24-39

P: The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY EVLW # 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

1 Let us talents and tongues employ,

reaching out with a shout of joy:

bread is broken, the wine is poured,

Christ is spoken and seen and heard.



Refrain:

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,

pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2 Christ is able to make us one,

at the table he sets the tone,

teaching people to live to bless,

love in word and in deed express. [Refrain]

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out

bearing fruit in a world of doubt,

gives us love to tell, bread to share:

God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! [Refrain]

© 1987 Hope Publishing Company used with permission

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Separated by distance in our homes and yet called into unity with one another and the

whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.  Each petition will end with the phrase

“Hear us, O God” and I invite you to respond with the words, “Your mercy is great.”

(Pause)

Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church.  Open our hearts

and unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow our

baptismal unity.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death.  Renew the places

where our land, air, and waterways have been ill for too long.  Direct the work of all who

care for birds and their habitats.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world. 

Revive and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants while

their homelands struggle for peace.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.



Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake.  Guide all who

speak your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being who

they are.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Holy One, you care for those who are harassed and helpless.  Protect and defend those

who are abused.  Heal those who are sick.  Feed all who hunger.  Empower all whose

voices go unheard and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbours. Come to

all who suffer from the corona virus. Comfort the mourners, sustain medical workers.

Empower those researchers who are seeking a vaccine. Stay with us, and accompany all

those who are isolated or afraid. In this season of Pentecost we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela,

Jordan, Pat, Grace, Joel, Dorothy, Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb, Elethia, Ross and for

all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. (Pause) Hear us, O God.  Your mercy

is great.

Holy One, creator and sustainer, we thank you for nurturing us like a mother. We praise

you that your care and protection surround us like a father. On this Father’s day, we

remember all the people who have nurtured and protected us, especially the important

men in our lives, those who have seen, not just with their eyes, but with their heart. Hear

us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith.  As we give thanks

for those who have died, increase our care for one another until we walk with them in

newness of life.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our

Lord.  Amen.

P: And now as our Saviour Jesus has taught us we are bold to pray:.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: Neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all of creation,

will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God the creator, Jesus ] the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #535 Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

Refrain

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,

all our hearts are filled with gladness.

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,

all our hearts are filled with gladness.

1. Christ the Lord to us said: 

I am wine, I am bread,



I am wine, I am bread, 

give to all who thirst and hunger. [Refrain]

2. Now he sends us all out, 

strong in faith, free of doubt,

strong in faith, free of doubt. 

Tell to all the joyful gospel. [Refrain]
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Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you!

C: Thanks be to God.


