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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN EVLW #532 Gather Us In

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of the day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a mys-t’ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of his-t’ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us ti drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away -
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Jesus Christ summons us to answer God’s call of mercy
C: Christ gathers us and gives us power to be healed and to heal.

P: to be forgiven and to forgive.
C: to be freed from sin and to set others free,

P: to tell one another and the world:
C: God’s presence is at hand.

P: Let us worship God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. God of wonder you have called us your treasured possession: you
reveal your fullness in your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit fills your people with
hope through the peacemaking cross of Jesus. Gather us as Christ’s faithful
disciples and empower us with his good news, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 

C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned
them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves
completely to God’s will. Reading from the Book of Exodus in the 19th chapter:

They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the
wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.  Then Moses went up to God; the
LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the Israelites:  You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles'
wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall
speak to the Israelites."



So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that
the LORD had commanded him.  The people all answered as one: "Everything that the LORD
has spoken we will do."

Exodus 19:2-8a

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he
instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words
and deeds.  This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew:

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.  When
he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.  These are the names of the twelve
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and
his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.  As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.'  Cure the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment.  Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or
two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food.  Whatever town or village you
enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave.  As you enter the house, greet
it.  If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace
return to you.  If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from
your feet as you leave that house or town.  Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.  

"See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves.  Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony
to them and the Gentiles.  When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or
what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  Brother will betray brother to
death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death;
and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved.  When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not
have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes."

Matthew 9:35 - 10:23



P: The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY EVLW # 661 I Love to Tell the Story

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story,
because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

Refrain:
I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.

2 I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God’s own holy word. [Refrain]

3 I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long. [Refrain]

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Separated by distance in our homes and yet called into unity with one another and the
whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.  Each petition will end with the phrase
“Hear us, O God” and I invite you to respond with the words, “Your mercy is great.”
(Pause)



Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own.  Bless theologians, teachers, and
preachers who help us grow in faith. Guide your church, that we might be a holy people. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Holy One, the whole earth is yours.  Where there is fire, bring cool air and new growth. 
Where there is flooding, bring abatement.  Where there is drought, bring rain.  Inspire us
to care for what you have provided.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Holy One, we have created divisions you will not own.  In places of conflict, raise up
leaders who work to develop lasting peace and reconciliation.  Encourage organizations
and individuals who care for all forces to leave their homes.  Hear us, O God.  Your
mercy is great.

Holy One, you care for those who are harassed and helpless.  Protect and defend those
who are abused.  Heal those who are sick.  Feed all who hunger.  Empower all whose
voices go unheard and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbours. Come to
all who suffer from the corona virus. Comfort the mourners, sustain medical workers.
Empower those researchers who are seeking a vaccine. Stay with us, and accompany all
those who are isolated or afraid. In this season of Pentecost we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela,
Jordan, Pat, Grace, Joel, Dorothy, Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb, Elethia and for all
those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. (Pause) Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is
great.

Holy One, you provide a plentiful harvest of gifts and resources.  Prepare us to labour
and gather the fruits of this congregation, that we might discover new ways of living. 
Minister to us in our work, that we do not lose heart.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is
great.

Holy One, creator and sustainer, we thank you for nurturing us like a mother. We praise
you that your care and protection surround us like a father. On this Father’s day, we
remember all the people who have nurtured and protected us, especially the important
men in our lives, those who have seen, not just with their eyes, but with their heart. Hear
us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

O God, Holy One of unity, as we commemorate this week the martyrdom of the Emanuel
Nine, who in 2015 were killed while assembled in their Charleston church for Bible
study, we pray: end the scourge of racism and white supremacy; protect protestors; halt
those who intend violence; preserve our democracy. Raise up leaders who model
repentance and reconciliation, and support legislators who seek justice in our land. Hear
us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Holy one, you bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the holy people who have
gone before us. Sustain us in your mission until the day you bear us up to join the saints
in light. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



OFFERING

A reminder that offerings are being received by St. James via mail, or you may drop it into our
mail box at the Wyatt St. Entrance. You can also make an on-line donation to St. James through
the ELCIC website, https://secure.elcic.ca .  Under Donation Fund, select ELCIC Congregation
and include the name of our congregation and its location in the “Personal Message” box.
Additionally, St. James, Elmira can receive on-line donations through our website.  You might
also consider setting up a pre-authorised remittance plan (
http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm) Finally, thank you for your on-going support
in these challenging times. 

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy Communion. I
invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with prayer.

P: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, bread and wine: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish
us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in
the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our saviour Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn as we say:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord , God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

https://secure.elcic.ca
http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm


P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share
with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen

P: And now as our Saviour Jesus has taught us we are bold to pray:.

Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

.
P: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

These are the gifts of God for the Children of God. 



The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

P: Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and
have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these
gifts so that we may share your neighbourly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of
abundant life.

C: Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

P: Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all of creation,
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God the creator, Jesus ] the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #669 Rise Up, O Saints of God v1,2,4,5

1. Rise up, O saints of God!
From vain ambitions turn;
Christ rose triumphant that your hearts
with nobler zeal might burn.

2. Speak out, O saints of God!
Despair engulfs earth’s frame;
as heirs of God’s baptismal grace,
the word of hope proclaim.

4. Give heed, O saints of God! 
Creation cries in pain;
stretch forth your hand of healing now,
with love the weak sustain.



5. Commit your hearts to seek
the paths which Christ has trod;
and, quickened by the Spirit’s pow’r,
rise us, O saints of God!
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Dismissal

P: You are chosen and being sent.
Go in peace. Share the Good News!

C: Thanks be to God.


