
PENTECOST SUNDAY - 31 MAY 2020
HOLY COMMUNION

GATHERING

GATHERING SONG EVLW #401 Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading v1,2,3

1. Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading,
fashion us all anew.
It’s your leading, that we’re needing
help us to follow you.
Come, come, come Holy Spirit come. 
Come, come, come Holy Spirit come.

2. Come to teach us, come to nourish
those who believe in Christ.
Bless the faithful, may they flourish,
strengthened by grace unpriced.
Come, come, come Holy Spirit come. 
Come, come, come Holy Spirit come.

3. Guide our thinking and our speaking
done in your holy name.
Motivate all in their seeking,
freeing from guilt and shame.
Come, come, come Holy Spirit come. 
Come, come, come Holy Spirit come.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Come to Jesus, you who are thirsty.
C: Alleluia!

P: Drink deeply of the Holy Spirit
C: Alleluia!

P: Let your heart overflow with the living water 
that renews the face of the earth.

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  Let us pray.  Holy God, like a rushing wind your Spirit moved upon the first disciples on
the day of Pentecost, and like a purifying fire your Spirit seared their hearts and minds
with the message of salvation. Send your Spirit upon your church in this time and place,
stir up our courage, and rouse us for prophetic witness, that we may join with them to
proclaim to the world your mighty deeds of power in Jesus Christ.  

C: Amen

Word

FIRST READING

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke
portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished
people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to
witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God's deeds of power."  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
"What does this mean?"  But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel:  'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious
day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

Acts 2:1-21

Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and
Spirit-crated diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts
for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same
Spirit has given them to each person for the common good.. A reading from the First Letter to
the Corinthians. 

No one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them
in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the
one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment
of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  All these
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Holy Wisdom. Holy Words.  Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. This is the Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to You, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you."  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained."

John 20:19-23
The Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY EvLW #400 God Of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

1. God of tempest, God of whirlwind
as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort;
past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service,
there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross.

2. God of blazing, God of burning,
all that blocks your purpose purge!
Through your church, Christ’s living body,
let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice,
kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!

3. God of earthquake, God of thunder,
shake us loose from lethargy!
Break the chains of sin asunder, 
for earth’s healing set us free!
Crumble walls that still divide us;
make us one in Christ our Lord,
make us one in Christ our Lord!

4. God of passion, God unsleeping,
stir in us love’s restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish,
may we share your heart’s distress.
Rouse us from content with evil
claim us for your kingdom’s work, 
claim us for your kingdom’s work!

.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts bonded into one, we join the people
of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.  Each petition will end with the phrase, “Lord in your mercy” and I invite you to
respond with the words, “hear our prayer.”  (Pause)

We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and
utilize the diverse gifts present in your church, that they reveal your love for all.  Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our
atmosphere, breathing energy into all things.  Heal with your breath the whole creation,



especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution.   Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

We call on your spirit of righteousness.  Wherever we as a people are divided, unit us. 
Wherever we are prideful, humble us.  Give each one of us a heart for justice and
empathy.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of healing.  Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors,
and hospice workers as they care for those in need during this time of pandemic.  We
pray for all who long for comfort. We pray for those who are ill with the covid-19 and
those who have died, those who are involved with medical and emergency care, and
those who feel isolated and afraid. On this day of Pentecost we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela,
Jordan, Pat, Joel, Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb and for all those we name aloud or
quietly in our hearts. (Pause)   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us a
spirit of welcome to those whom we meet.  Surprise us daily with unexpected grace, that
we rejoice in every blessing you send.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of hope.  As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in
us the desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord, 

C: Amen.

OFFERING

A reminder that offerings are being received by all of our churches via mail. You can also make
an on-line donation to your congregation through the ELCIC website, https://secure.elcic.ca . 
Under Donation Fund, select ELCIC Congregation and include the name of our congregation
and its location in the “Personal Message” box. Additionally, St. James, Elmira can receive
on-line donations through our website.  You might also consider setting up a pre-authorised
remittance plan ( http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm) Finally, thank you for your
on-going support in these challenging times. 

MEAL

We now enter that portion of our service that is the Eucharist or Holy
Communion. I invite you to have your wine and bread ready and let’s begin with
prayer.

P: Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them
an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your
name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  

C: Amen.

https://secure.elcic.ca
http://elcic.ca/Treasurer-Resources/PAR-Info.cfm


GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time your spirit moved
upon the waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert
and tundra, jungle and grassy plain.

Your Spirit went before Moses and the Hebrew children, a pillar of cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night, leading them through the wilderness. Your Spirit roused the hearts
of the prophets who proclaimed your judgement upon the nations and called for
repentance among your people.

For these mighty acts of your Holy Spirit, we praise your name and join in the eternal
hymn of all the angels and saints who sing:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord , God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: Holy are you indeed, and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son.
By your Spirit you anointed him to bring good news to the poor 
and to proclaim release to the captives.
By your Spirit Jesus confronted the demons of oppression.
In your Spirit he rejoiced as his disciples did great work in his name.
At his death on the cross Jesus yielded up his spirit to you,
and by the Holy Spirit you raised him from the dead.
This same enlightening, empowering, enlivening Spirit
Jesus promised to all who keep his commandments to love as he has loved.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat, this
is my body given to you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, he took the cup and gave thanks, saying:
Drink this all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.



Therefore, in remembrance of the mighty acts and blessed promises of Jesus,
we offer ourselves to you in union with his offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died,
Christ has risen,
Christ will come again.

P: Send your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here out of love for you, 
and on this bread and wine.
Let the bread we break be true fellowship in the body of Christ.

Let the cup we share
be a true participation in the new covenant in his blood.
By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your redeeming love
that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name.

Through your son, Jesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit in your Holy Church,
all glory and honour is your,
Almighty God, now and forever.  

C: Amen 

P: When the disciples asked Jesus how to pray he said, “When you pray, say this:”

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION

.
P: Come with open hands and eager hearts 

for the body and blood of life are given for you.
These are the gifts of God for the Children of God. 

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.



P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that you have made your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here,
that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the
nations, and bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

C: Amen.

Sending

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

P: Spirit of God, we have gathered together in this place to pray, and to make ourselves
ready for your coming.

C: Give us faith that when you come like the wind, though we do not see you, yet we
may hear what you are saying to us and discern your movement.

P: Give us courage that we may not fear the tongues of flame: let all that is unworthy,
impure, and sinful be burned from our lives. May we know that it is love that burns so
brightly and love that strips away our sin.

C: Give us an open mind, LORD, that the truth you bring may make its home with us:
truth to set us free, truth to guide us and inform us, truth to lead us in the way of
your will. 

P: Give us an open heart, LORD, that we may seek all people for your realm and set no
limits to the proclaiming of your Word. 

All: Holy spirit, with the whole church we wait for you in every place and every
generation. Come, wind. Come, fire.  Come, truth. Come, love. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit 
bless you now and forever..

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW # 548 Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen

1. Rise, O church, like Christ arisen,
from this meal of love and grace;
may we through such love envision
whose we are, and whose, our praise.
Alleluia, alleluia;
God, the wonder of our days.



2. Rise transformed, and choose to follow
after Christ, though wounded whole;
broken, shared, our lives are hallowed
to release and to console.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Christ, our present, past, and goal.

3. Rise, remember well the future
God has called us to receive;
present by God’s loving nurture,
Spirited then let us live.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Spirit, grace by whom we live.

4. Service be our sure vocation;
courage be our daily breath;
mercy be our destination
from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia;
Rise, O church, a living faith.
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SENDING
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!


