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GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN EVLW #558 Lord God, We Praise You

1 Lord God, we praise you, now the night
is over,
active and watchful, standing here
before you;
singing, we offer prayer and meditation;
thus we adore you.

2 Monarch of all things, fit us for your
mansions;
banish our weakness, health and
wholeness sending;
bring us to heaven, where your saints
united
joy without ending

3 All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit,
Trinity blessed, send us your salvation;
yours is the glory, gleaming and
resounding
through all creation.

.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Let us offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God, 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, in Christ you have shown us the way, 
revealed to us your truth, 
and offered to us everlasting life. 
Keep our eyes upon him, 
that we may see your path more clearly, 
know your truth more fully, 
and receive your life more abundantly; 
through Christ who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit in eternal glory.. 

C: Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are
God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we
experience through Jesus Christ. Reading from the 1st Letter of Peter, the 2nd chapter:

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation- 
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight,
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 

"See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame."

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," and "A stone that makes them
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God's people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.

1 Peter 2:2-10

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words.  Thanks be to God

GOSPEL

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares his final words with his disciples. As
the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their
behalf. This is the Holy Gospel according to John:

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I
am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him."

Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has



seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

John 14:1-14

 P: The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Separated in our residences but united by God’s promises of restoration, we join
the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and
all who are in need. Each petition will end with the phrase ‘Lord in your mercy” and I
invite you to respond with the phrase , ‘Hear our prayer.’(Pause)

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones untied in your spiritual house.  Continually
strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love.  We pray especially for
new congregations and those in redevelopment.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation.  Fill us with respect and awe for the
world you have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers,
and other forces that both destroy and create.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Align our ways to your love, O God.  We pray for countries, leaders, and other
organizations as they prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety (aid
organizations may be named).  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many
troubles.  Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens. We pray
for those who are ill with the covid-19 and those who have died, those who are involved
with medical and emergency care, and those who feel isolated and afraid.  In this season
of Easter we pray for: Ferolyn, Angela, Jordan, Pat, Joel, Carol, Ruth, Beryl, Karen, Barb
and for all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts. (Pause) Accomplish healing
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who tend to
human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach your children, for the safe
pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and
miscarriage.  We give thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember
all for whom this day is difficult.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died.  Give us faith to take
hold of the promise of your eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



P: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord,  

C: Amen.

P: And now as our Saviour Jesus has taught us we are bold to pray:.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: May the one who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with
hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, Z Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: Amen

SENDING SONG EvLW #619 I Know That My Redeemer Lives!

1 I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!

2 He lives triumphant from the grave;
he lives eternally to save;
he lives exalted, throned above;
he lives to rule his church in love.

3 He lives to grant me rich supply;
he lives to guide me with his eye;
he lives to comfort me when faint;
he lives to hear my soul's complaint.

7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Saviour, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
 I know that my Redeemer lives!
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Dismissal

P: Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!


